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1.  Learning Outcomes  

After studying this module, you shall be able to- 

 Learn what is Criminology 

 Comprehend various definitions of Crime and Criminology 

2. Criminology - Introduction  

Criminology (from Latin crīmen, "accusation"; and Greek -λογία, -logia) is regarded as 

a systematic study of the nature, extent, causes, control, and prevention of criminal 

behaviour in both the individual and society. Criminology is an interdisciplinary field, 

which draws upon the researches of various social and behavioural science. 

Criminology can also be understood as the scientific study of crime as a social 

phenomenon. It is a science that deals with different aspects of human behaviour that 

violate criminal law (Bloch and Geiss, 1970). It is also defined as a subdivision of 

knowledge which embraces etiology of criminal behaviour, response of society to crime, 

the control of crime and correction of criminals. In other words, it studies those aspects 

of social action that violate the criminal statues. 

The term criminology is traced to the work of the French anthropologist, Paul Topinard, 

whose major work appeared in 1879. He used the corresponding French term 

criminologie.  

In eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the emphasis was on the reform of criminal law 

and not on finding out the causation of crime. The scholars were concerened with in 

reforming the severe criminal laws. The emphasis was on humanistics (and 

Philanthropic) aspects. After the first quarter of the twentieth century, huge progress was 

made in the field of Criminology.  

In 1885 Italian sociologist, Raffael Garofalo embraced Topinard's term criminology and 

defined it as “Criminologia”, a science that studies crimes. He also wrote a textbook 

with the title „Criminology‟. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/-logy


                                                                                                 
 

FORENSIC SCIENCE 
 

PAPER No. 2: Criminology and Law 

MODULE No.1: Criminology 

    

Sutherland and Cressey (1947) define criminology as the “ body of knowledge regarding 

delinquency and crime as social phenomenon”. Within its scope, it includes the process 

of creating laws, breaking laws and reacting towards the „breaking of laws‟. They 

further point that the society regards certain undesirable acts as „crime‟. The people 

know this, but they still continue with criminal behaviour. Society checks it by 

punishing and treating criminals. It also adopts measures to prevent crime.  

For them, criminology comprises three principle branches: 

 

     Fig 1: Three Principle divisions of Criminology 

Sociology of crime is a study of the social aspects of crime. It states that crime has a 

social basis. It emerges in the context of society. Broken family could be one of the 

reason of crime, so could be the association with a group of deviant and criminal people. 

Faulty socialization coud also be one of the factors. In facts, for a long time, criminology 

was taught as a branch of sociology ,and even today, criminology an essential 

component of the curriculum of sociology. Sometimes criminology is also taught under 

the head of „conformity and deviance‟. 
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Criminal Etiology is an effort at scientific and systematic investigation of the causes of 

crime. The word „etiology‟ implies the „origin‟ – here the focus is on and why does an 

individual commit crime. 

Penology is the scientific approach to crime submits that in order to check crime rate , or 

bring crime under control, it is important that we know the cause of crime primarily 

concerned with controlling crime. 

In India the study of criminology started way back in 1940 by imparting education to the 

jail officers at Jail Officers Training School, Lucknow. Later criminology became 

popular and came to be taught in several universities. As said earlier, it was/(and is) 

taught  as  a sub-field of sociology. It was also offered as a paper in law. However, 

When its importance was realized , it emerged as an independent discipline, bringing at 

one place different disciplines that have a bearing on the understanding of crime. 

Criminology is truly an interdisciplinary field  and study. 

3.  Criminology – Whether a Science?   

A question is often raised as to whether criminology is a science or not. The answer is 

dependent upon the objective we set before criminology. There are two Schools of 

Sociology.  

The positive school, founded by Augustie Comte, visualized sociology as a science 

which could be used for improving upon the state of reorganizing human life. The 

German School of Sociology developed on lines opposite to Comte.  

Max Weber regarded sociology as value free, in the sense that it does not give answer as 

to how people should behave. According to this approach, a science cannot be value-

oriented, and the purpose of scientific sociology is to understand the social events and 

not to suggest value-oriented solutions. In this approach, we study the meanings people 

give to their actions. 
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Horton and Hunt (1984) have elaborated the characteristics of the scientific 

observations, which are: 

 Scientific observation is based upon verifiable evidences; 

 Scientific observation is accurate, i.e., facts are described as they are without any 

extrapolation; 

 Scientific observation is precise, i.e., the observer precisely refers to the 

measurement or its degree. 

 Scientific observation is systematic; 

 Scientific observation is recordable; 

 Scientific observation is objective, i.e., observation is unaffected by the 

observers‟ own beliefs, values and attitudes; likes and dislike; and 

 Scientific observations are made by trained observers, and so the future 

researcher should  be trained in the methodology of observations. 

Criminology is a science in the sense that it tries its level best to undertake an objective 

study of the phenomenon of violation of laws. It also realizes, in addition, that people 

attribute meanings to their actions, and these meanings lie in their respective subjective 

levels. After all, criminology deals with human beings, who are both the producers of 

society and its laws , and at the same time, they are also the violetors of the laws of 

society . Human beings are both conformist and deviants, Criminology, thus, combines 

the elements of its scientific approaches as well as those of humanities. This would 

explain why in some universities , the degree of master of arts (MA) given in 

criminology, whereas in others, it is integrated with an M.Sc. programme in forensic 

science. 

4. Methods and Techniques in Criminology 

Although the meaning of science cuts across different disciplines, scientific techniques 

differ form one discipline to others . It is becuase  each discipline has its own subject 

matter with its own peculiarities, and therefore, would require a set of different 

techniques and methods. 

Therefore, each branch of  science develops a sequence of techniques, which shows the 

body of material studies. For the study of criminal behaviour, criminologists use survey 

method, case study method, and use statistical procedure for the analysis of data. 

Occasionally, experimental method is also used.  



                                                                                                 
 

FORENSIC SCIENCE 
 

PAPER No. 2: Criminology and Law 

MODULE No.1: Criminology 

    

4.1 Survey Method 

In survey method, data is collected by putting questions to a large number of 

respondents. Three tools often used under this technique are as follows: 

                

                           Fig 2: Various methods of conducting survey  

The informant fills out a questionnaire personally, while a trained investigator fills out a 

schedule. Questions in both are pre-structured. An interview guide consists of points in 

accordance with which questions are put to informants; it doesn‟t have structured 

questions. These tools have their drawbacks. The informants may not be able to 

comprehend the meaning of a question; they may choose an answer even though they 

may not have any strong opinion on the matter; they may give a conventional answer 

rather than the real one; or they may be influenced by the way the question is worded.  

                             

                                          Fig 3 : Filling up of questionnaires 
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Even though these tools may have a margin of error, they are useful, for they are more 

reliable than guess work.  Field workers in criminology collect data using the technique 

of observation. These are two types of observation : 

 Participant Observation  

 Non Participant Observation 

In the first, the obserever participants in the lives of people. The data follow from such 

participation in the lives of people . In the other, the obserever is detached investigator, 

he does not participants in the lives of people. Since it is dangerous to collect data using 

participants observation, most criminologist follow non- participants observation. 

However, there are case of field investigator who participanted in the lives of criminals 

and deliqiuents , and collected the data while being „insiders‟. One may refer to William 

whyte‟s work on the study of Norton Street Gang. 

4.2 Case Study Method 

It is a method of studying social phenomenon using an intensive and deep study of 

individual cases. This method provides an opportunity for a thorough analysis of many 

specific details that are often overlooked in other methods.  

The investigator delves into the social, medical, psychological (and sometimes 

psychiatric and mental backgrounds) of an individual. Attention is given to attitudes and 

perceptions as well as to behaviour, following the theory of W.I Thomas, which says “ if 

individual defines situations as real, they are real in their consequences”.  

Information is collected and compiled from different families, school records, 

neighbour, peers, work groups, and other sources; numerous interviews with the 

individuals are also carried out. 

Case study method is based on the idea that an intensive study of cases can guide to the 

specific circumstances which may make a person do  particular thing. Case studies guide 

us to the complexity of factors that are in operation.  A comparative study of cases may 

lead us to generalizations. We may also formulate hypotheses from the cases of typical 

individuals thus studied. 
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4.3 Statistical Methods 

Statistical methods enable us to reduce a complex mass of data to simple units of 

measurements. For example, a criminologist may collect data concerning the period for 

which criminals remain under trail and are detained in prisons without any work, 

pointing out to the lack of effectiveness of such captivity in reforming criminals.  

By using statistical functions like coefficient of correlation, a criminologist may also 

compare the figures of one group with those the other to reveal potential relationships.  

           

Fig 4 : Showing Statistical Methods 

4.4 Experimental Method 

The physical scientists often use the experimental method.  but it is not feasible in social 

sciences, because control is more difficult to achieve in such methods. However, there 

are ethical issues involved in conducting experiments. 

Using the experimental method in criminology proves to be an insurmountable problem 

to the investigator, as he has to encounter the condition of selecting equivalent groups. 

There are problems pertaining to setting up the control group, controlling the variance 

that are not to be used. 
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All the above-mentioned methods have their own advantages and disadvantages and as 

such, no one method can be described as superior to the other. Each one is important for 

its own purpose. Criminologists propose that one should try to combine different 

methods of data  collection and analysis. 

5. Schools of Criminology  

Two schools of criminology (with diverse views on the nature and causation of crime 

and theories of punishment) have been in existence since the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries. The 

first, which was established by Jeremy Bentham and Cesare Beccaria, is known as the 

classical school, while the other is known as the positivist school. Cesare. Lombroso, 

Raffael. Garofalo and Enrico. Ferri of the Italian school established the positivist school 

in 19th century. These three scholoars are often said to constitue the „holy trimity of 

criminology‟. 

5.1 Classical School  

The Classical theory, which developed in mid 18
th

 century, was based on the utilitarian 

philosophy – normative ethics (usually defined as magnifying happiness and decreasing 

pain and suffering).  

                        

Fig 5: Classical School Philosophers 
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These classical school philosophers maintained that: 

 People have free will to choose how to act. 

 Deterrence is based upon the notion of human beings as those who seek pleasure 

and avoid pain. 

 Punishment can deter people from committing crime, as cost (penalties) 

outweighs the benefits and the brutality of punishment is proportional to crime. 

 The more rapid and certain the punishment, the more operational it is in deterring 

criminal behaviour.  

The classical school of thoughts came about at that time when major reform in penology 

(study of punishments and of crime and prison management) occurred, with prison 

developing as a form of punishment.  

5.2 Positivist School 

The following are the positivist school philosophers: 

                  

Fig 6: Positivist School Philosophers 

They presumed that criminal behaviour is caused by internal as well as external 

factors,which are beyond the control of an individual. Positivism can further be broken 

up into three segments depending upon the factors affecting the behavior of an 

individual, i.e., biological, sociological and psychological. 
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The main points of difference between the two schools are as follows: 

 

 

 

The contribution of the positivist school to the contemporary criminological and 

penological thought not withstanding, the basic structure of criminal law continues to be 

based on the theories propounded by the classical school. Even today, it is crime, which 

continues to be the focus of attention of the agencies of criminal law administration, 

though some changes have been effected to emphasize the personality of the offenders.  

In other words, while academic discussion of crime are usually in positive terms, the 

executive and administrative structure favours the classical schools. Merits and demerits 

can be observed in each one of them, and the best approach will be the best elements of 

each one of them, to yield a unified theory. 

While the classical school defined crime in legal terms, the positive school rejected 

the legal definition and adopted the social definition. 

The classical school believed in the free-will theory, i.e., a person commits crime out 
of his free will and he has right to choose between right and wrong conduct. The 
positivist school, on the other hand, maintained that under a particular set of 
conditions a person was bound to commit a criminal act and hence is not a free 
agent to choose between different options.  

The classical school believed in the different effect of punishments. The positivist 
school, however, stood for the replacement of punishment by scientific methods for 
the protection of the society. 

The classical school focused its attention on the crime while the positivist school laid 
greater emphasis on the personality of the offender 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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6. Summary  

 Criminology (from Latin crīmen, "accusation"; and Greek -λογία, -logia) is 

known as a systematic study of the nature, extent, causes, control, and prevention 

of criminal behaviour in both the individual and society.  

 Criminology is an interdisciplinary field in the behavioral sciences, based upon 

the research of sociologists with regard to the sociology of deviance, 

psychologists and psychiatrists, social anthropologists and also the law. 

 The term criminology can be traced back to the French Anthropologist Paul 

Topinard, whose major work appeared in 1879. He used the corresponding 

French term criminologie.  

 Criminology comprises of three principle sub-divisions, namely; Sociology of 

crime, Criminal etiology and Penology. 

 The criminologists use survey method, case study methods, and statistical 

procedure in studying criminal behavior. 

 Two schools of criminology with diverse views on the nature and causation of 

crime and theories of punishment have been in existence since the 18
th

 and 19
th

 

centuries. The first, which was established by Jeremy Bentham and Cesare 

Beccaria, is known as the classical school, while the other, known as the 

positivist school. C. Lombroso, R. Garofalo and E. Ferri of the Italian school 

established the positivist school in 19th century.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/-logy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Behavioral_sciences
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology_of_deviance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law

