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1.  Learning Outcomes   

After studying this module, you shall be able to learn about the 

 Significance of documenting the crime scene,  

 Documenting the scene using Videotape recording and photographs,  

 Points to remember while photographing some specific evidence,  

 Advantages and disadvantages of documenting the crime scene using photographs, 

 Common equipment used to photograph the crime scene, 

 Admissibility of photographic evidence in the Court of Law  

2.   Documenting the Crime Scene 
 

To build a solid case in court it is essential to collect all of the evidence at the scene and to 

document it properly. If the evidence is located properly and the investigator failed to 

document it properly the evidence may end up being worthless in court. 

Documentation of crime scene is the very vital and time-taking task. The Scene of Crime 

can be documented in many ways including using videotape, Photography etc. the crime 

scene is documented in order to  

 

1. To have information about the original scene and linked places. 

 

2. To have a record of preliminary form of physical evidence.  

 

3. It will give investigators permanent pictorial record of the Scene for after use. 

 

4.   Documentation is also used in court trials and hearings.  

 

The documentation 

 

 Displays the evidence in the relation of the scene of crime. 

 

 Allows restoration of the corpus delecti. 

 

 Assistances for creating and maintaining the chain of custody. 
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At each crime scene there are 2 general queries for the Crime Scene Officer:  

How will you discover the evidence and how will appropriately document it once it is 

found?  

While documenting a crime scene the crime scene officer must record the information like 

• Who? 

• What? 

• Where? 

• When? 

• How? 

• Why? 

 

The documentation of Crime Scene can be covered in three procedures as stated under. 

Ideally all three methods must be used 

 

 

1) Video Recording  & Photography,  

2) Sketches, & 

3) Notes 

 

Here, only, the significance of documentation of crime scene using Video Recording & 

photographs is discussed. 

 

Whether a video camera is available or not it is always necessary to take still photographs 

in order to document the crime scene. If a video camera is accessible, then pictures will be 

the second step in recording scene of crime and if a video camera is not available, then still 

photography would be the first step.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.   Documenting the Scene using Videotape Recording 
 

It is a very common observing medium in representative the assembly of the crime scene 

and how the evidence associates to the crime. Prior to taping, the camera quality must be 

cleared of all personnel. Any individuals in the area must be cautioned that taping is for 
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initiate in order to avoid any kind of unwanted noise. Once the video camera started 

recording, it must not be halted till the taping is finished. 

While videotaping the crime scene the following points must always be keep in mind: 

1. The video camera should have a fully charged battery. 

2. The fundamental for good recording is slow camera movement.  

3. The taping should start with an overall outline of the scene and surrounding area. 

4. The video camera would have date and time videotape display functions. 

5. The condition of the scene should remain unaltered. 

6. The taping should remain all over the crime scene by wide angle, close up, and even 

macro (extreme close up) shots to determine the outline of the evidence and its 

relevance to the crime scene. 

7. The markers placed by the investigators and any lights turned on during the walk 

through can be noted on the audio portion of the tape. 

8. Keep around 15 seconds of blank tape (after the tapping is complete) to prevent the 

crime scene tape from running into anything else previously recorded on the tape.  

9. The tape after then shifted to a good quality master tape. 

10. The footage tabs must be detached from the master tape after shifting the crime 

scene tape and the master should be stored in a safe place in order to prevent 

accidental erasure of the crime scene tape. 

11. If required, reproductions can then be prepared from the master tape. 

 

The widespread videotape is being applied in crime scene investigation in recent times. 

But, some disadvantages are also there along with advantages of videotaping which are 

mentioned below: 

 

Advantages Disadvantages 

It provides an “in person” view of the scene 

as well as of the evidence. 

A person can never move too slowly when 

videotaping, yet it is all too easy to move 

the camera fast without realizing it. 

That’s why videotaping is not ideal for 

viewing detail. 

 

It permits for a continuous narrative of the 

crime scene investigator especially during 

primary walk-through and subsequent re-

construction of the crime. 
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4.   Documenting the Scene using Photographs 
 

Photographs and videotape demonstrates the similar kind of things, but photographs from 

the crime scene can also be used in direct comparison situations. For example, one-to-one 

photographs (also called as real size photos) can be used to match fingerprint/ shoeprints 

snapped at the crime scene to known fingerprints/shoeprint from a suspect.  

 

1. When photographing the scene, first, take enough photographs. 

2. It is quite usual to take 200-400 photos of a major crime scene. 

3. Take only those pictures which are relevant to the case because everything 

photographed goes to the defense, so don’t photograph anything inappropriate. 

4. Nearly every form of camera with substitutable lenses and a set-up of 35mm or 

greater is used in crime scene photography. 

5. The lenses of camera must comprise a 28mm wide angle lens, a normal 55mm lens, 

and a lens with macro capabilities (1:4 or better with this). 

6. The flash component should not be attached one with the camera and should be able 

to function at various angles and distances from the camera. This helps in allowing 

lighting of certain areas to provide maximum contrast. Place the flash in difficult to 

reach areas, and reduce flash wash out which can render the item photographed 

invisible.   

7. For one-to-one photography a tripod, a level, and a small ruler must also be 

accessible.  It can be of assistance to the examination to have a Polaroid camera 

handy for instant photographs. 

8. The photography of the crime scene must start with wide angle photos of the crime 

scene and surrounding areas. 
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9. The pictures of complete scene should show the layout of the crime scene and the 

overall spatial relationships of the various evidences to each other. 

10. In indoors photography the altogether 4 corners of a room should be photographed 

to show its overall arrangement. 

11. One set of photos should be of medium range to display the associations of 

individual portions of evidence to other pieces of evidence or structures in the crime 

scene.  

12. The significant parts of evidence must be photographed by taking close up photos. 

13. What the investigator is capturing or desires to demonstrate in each photograph must 

be noted. This prevents the investigator from taking the photo back at a later date 

and trying to sort out what he was trying to achieve with the photograph. 

14. The sequence must be sustained while photographing the same areas. 

15. The photographer should take a methodical and logical sequence of photographs. 

16. The pictures of victims and of individuals in the mob nearby the scene must be 

photographed. 

17. Take photographs that cover all viewpoints of the scene (which shows an inclusive 

vision, a medium vision, and close-ups). 

18. Close-up photos must comprise a scale that will relate with the article number used 

on the Evidence Custody Sheet. 

19. The photographer must take pictures of evidence as it is collected and should keep a 

log of his photos. 
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20. The photographer must create a photo log which includes:- 

a. Date and time 

b. Camera settings 

c. Film roll number and exposure number or file name and exposure number 

d. Type of shot 

e. Distance to the subject 

f. Brief description 

 

21. After photographing all of the evidences, collect the evidence and prepare the 

Evidence Custody Sheet (a report which documents all of evidence). 

22. Evidence Custody Sheet comprises: 

– Each piece of evidence along with its item number. The item number for each piece 

of evidence must correspond with the number found on the photograph of the item 

and the number entered on any evidence collection bags, etc. 

– what was done with it,  

– where it was found, etc. 

23. The original digital images must be archived and copies should use to work. 
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5. Photographing of Specific Evidence 
 

Types of Evidence 

Fingerprints 

 

Impressions 

(Footprints and tire 

tracks) 

 

 

Bloodstains Death Scene including 

a corpse 

 

1).Before lifting 

fingerprints on major 

cases 

  

2).If the latent may be 

destroyed when lifting  

 

3).To bring out detail in 

a latent  

 

 

1).Take an orientation 

photograph to show 

where in the scene the 

impression is located  

 

2).Take a close-up for 

detail  

 

 

 

1).Use color film  

 

2).Orientation 

photographs to 

show locations of 

bloodstain evidence 

at the scene  

 

3).Close-up 

photographs to 

show detail  

 

a).  Use a scale on 

the same plane as 

the bloodstain  

 

b). Keep the film 

parallel to the plane 

of the bloodstain  

 

 

 

1).Take at least 200-

500 shots from every 

possible angle of view. 

 

2).Take photos to show 

body’s location & 

position relative to the 

whole crime scene 

 

3).Take close-up 

photos of injuries & 

weapons lying near the 

body 

 

4).After the body is 

removed, photograph 

the surface underneath. 
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6. Advantages and Disadvantages of documenting crime scene using 

Photographs 
 

 

 

7. Photographic Equipments 
 

There are many types of photographic equipment available in the market. Some of the 

common photographic equipments are mentioned below: 

 

 Digital camera 

 Instant print camera 

 Fingerprint camera 

 Video equipment 

 

  

Photographs 

Advantages Disadvantages 

They can be taken immediately They are not selective 

They accurately represent the crime scene 

and evidence 

They do not show actual distances 

 

They create interest and increase attention to 

testimony 

They may be distorted and damaged by 

mechanical errors in shooting or processing 
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There are many kinds of photography carry out for several reasons. Here, few details about 

the investigative photography and Laboratory Photography are given in table:- 

 

Types of Investigative Photography Types of Laboratory Photography 

Surveillance Photography Microphotography- It takes pictures through a microscope 

Aerial Photography Macrophotography- It enlarges a subject before photography 

Night Photography 

 

Laser-beam Photography- It reveals evidence indiscernible to 

the naked eye 

 

Laboratory Photography 

 

Ultraviolet-light Photography- uses the low end of the color 

spectrum to make visible impressions of bruises and injuries 

long after their actual occurrence 

Mug Shots  

Lineup Photographs  

 

 

8.   Admissibility of Photographic evidence in the Court of Law 

The following are the three major points of qualification of a photograph in court:- 

 

1. Object pictured must be material or relevant to the point in issue.  

2. The photograph must not appeal to the emotions or tend to prejudice the court or 

jury. 

3. The photograph must be free from distortion and not misrepresent the scene or the 

object it purports to reproduce.  
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9. Videotape Documentation Vs. Photograph Documentation 

 

Videotape provides a viewpoint on the crime scene layout which cannot be as easily 

perceived in photographs. 

If videotaping is carrying out in a residence, the camera can show how the significant 

rooms are laid out in relation to each other and how they can be accessed. This is 

sometimes lost in photographs and sketches. 

 

Actual size photographs from the crime scene can be used in direct comparison situations. 

For example, to compare fingerprint photographed at the crime scene to known fingerprints 

from a suspect. This lacks in videotapes. 

 

10.  Summary 
 

 

1. Documentation of crime scene is done to record the original scene and related areas, 

the initial appearance of physical evidence, to provide investigators and others with 

this permanent visual record of the scene for later use and for use in court trials and 

hearings. 

 

2. The documentation shows the evidence in the context of the crime scene, allows 

reconstruction of the corpus delecti and helps to create and maintain the chain of 

custody 

 

3. Photographs and videotape demonstrates the same type of things, but photographs 

can also be used in direct comparison situations. For example to compare the 

questioned and known fingerprint/ shoeprints. 

 

4. Take photos to show body’s location & position relative to the whole crime scene, 

take close-up photos of injuries & weapons lying near the body and after the body is 

removed, photograph the surface underneath. 
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5. To qualify photographic evidence in court the object pictured must be material or 

relevant to the point in issue, the photograph must not appeal to the emotions or 

tend to prejudice the court or jury and the photograph must be free from distortion 

and not misrepresent the scene or the object it purports to reproduce. 

 

6. Videotaping in a residence must show how the significant rooms are laid out in 

relation to each other and how they can be accessed. 

 

 

 


