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Objectives: The main objective of the course is to introduce students to the crucial 

aspects of phrase structures by means of taking up detailed analyses.  

 

Phrase Structure Grammar- II 

1. Introduction 

In this module, we continue the discussion of phrase structure grammars by 

going into the details of the realization of the tense system in English. You have 

already had brief a look at the tense system of English. The present module 

discusses the topic at length. 

2How is tense realized? 
 

      Before we try to answer this question let us take a look at the tense 

system of English.  Here, we need to distinguish between meaning and 

form.  When we consider meaning, we find that the verb system of English, 

like the verb system of any other language, can refer to at least three phases 

of time: the past, the present and the future.  However, when we consider 

form, we find that English verbs have only two tense forms: present and 

past.  For example: go and went, write and wrote, see and saw, etc.  The 

auxiliary verbs also have two tense forms: will and would, can and could, 

may and might, have and had, is and was, are and were, etc. For 

illustration: 
 

      1a. She wrote a letter yesterday. (Past time, Past tense) 

        b. She is writing a letter now. (Present time, Present tense) 

c. She will write a letter tomorrow. (Future time, Present tense) 

      2a. The V.C. left for London yesterday. (Past time, Past tense) 
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        b. The V.C. is leaving for London now. (Present time, Present tense)  

        c. The V.C. is leaving for London tomorrow. (Future time, Present 

tense)       

 

      An interesting fact is that although past tense in a large number of cases 

refers to an event that happened in the past, and present tense to an event 

that is happening now, this is not always so.  For example, consider 

sentence (2c).  Notice that, here, the auxiliary isis in the present tense, but 

the sentence is about an event that will happen in the future.  Similarly, in 

(1c), will is in the present tense, but it refers to future time.  In other words, 

in English we do not have a one-to-one correspondence between tense 

and time.  We therefore need to separate tense from time.  When we talk 

about tense we talk about only the form of the verb, but when we talk about 

time we talk about the meaning of the verb. Now let us get back to the 

question with which we started this section: How is tense realized?  
 

       As we know, when there is no auxiliary verb in a finite clause the tense 
(present or past) is marked on the main verb. Consider the following 
sentences: 
 

3.   We work from 9 am to 5 pm. 

      4.   Yesterday we worked from 9 am to 1 pm. 

 

      For the present tense, the verb does not inflect (i.e. the root form of the 

verb is used and no inflection is added), except for 3rd person singular 

subjects.  However, for past tense, -ed inflection (which is realized 

differently for some verbs) is added.  When there is an auxiliary verb the 

tense is marked on the auxiliary verb and not on the main verb: 
 

1.  Today we are working from 9 am to 5 pm. 

2.   Yesterday we were working from 9 am to 1 pm. 

 
 

                   The auxiliary verbs (are and were) indicate that (5) is in the present 

tense, but (6) is in the past tense.  Notice that, in both the sentences, the 

main verb has the same form.  When we have more than one auxiliary verb 

in a finite clause, tense is marked on the first auxiliary verb: 
 

3.   They have been living in Chennai for five years. 

4.   They had been living in Chennai for five years. 

 
 

      Here, the first auxiliary verbs (have and had) indicate that (7) is in the 

present tense, but (8) is in the past tense.  Notice that, in both the sentences, 

the second auxiliary verb and the main verb have the same form.  
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       So we can say that tense is marked:  
 

(i) on the main verb if there are no auxiliary verbs (as in (4)),  

(ii) on the auxiliary verb if there is only one auxiliary verb(as in 

(5) and   (6)), and 

(iii) on the first auxiliary verb if there are more than one auxiliary 

verbs (as in (7) and (8)). 

 

              An economical way of accounting for this kind of behavior of tense will be 

to assume that  

(i) the VP of each finite clause has an auxiliary node,  

(ii)    the first node that an auxiliary node dominates is the tense node 

and  

(iii)   tense (like the perfective or the passive -en) gets attached to the 

verb (auxiliary or main) that immediately follows it.  

 
 

If we draw a diagram for the kind of VP we are assuming it will be like the 

following: 

 

5.                                                  VP 

 

                                               Auxiliary                                       V 

 

 

                       Tense  Modal  Perfective  Progressive    Passive 

 

 

      So what we are saying is that every finiteVP (i.e. the VP of a finite 

clause) will have an auxiliary node and a verb node.  Every auxiliary node 

will have a tense node.  The auxiliary node may also have the other nodes 

viz.  modal, perfective, progressive and passive.  It may have all of these 

other nodes, some of them or none of them.  But it must have the tense 

node and that node will always be its first node. 
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Now let us go back to sentences (3-8), draw tree diagrams for the 

auxiliaries and verbs in these sentences and see how tense is marked in 

each case. 
 

3.   We work from 9 am to 5 pm. 

4.   Yesterday we worked from 9 am to 1pm. 

5.   Today we are working from 9 am to 5 pm. 

6.   Yesterday we were working from 9 am to 1 pm. 

7.   They have been living in Chennai for five years. 

8.   They had been living in Chennai for five years. 

 

 

.          3a.VP 

 

                             Aux                        V 

 

                            Tense          

 
 

                              present                 work 
 

 

 

             4a.                            VP  

 

                             Aux                        V 

 

                            Tense          

 
 

                              past                       work 

 
 

 

           5a.                              VP 

 

                          Aux                                    V 

 

             Tense              Progressive 
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            present               be        - ing            work 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           6a.                              VP 

 

                         Aux       V 

 

             Tense              Progressive 

 
 

 

              past                 be        - ing             work 

 

 

           7a.                                 VP 

 

                         Aux                               V 

 

             Tense   Perfective    Progressive 

 
 

 

          present  have     -en     be        - ing                live 
 

 

            8a.                                   VP  

 

                        Aux                                V 

 

             Tense   Perfective    Progressive 

 
 

 

              past  have      -en     be        -ing                 live 

 

 

      (3a-8a) are the diagrams for the auxiliaries and verbs in (3-8).   
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       In (3) work + present tense becomes work because for the present tense 

no inflection is added, except for 3rd person singular subjects (eg. He 

works.)   

 

       In (4) work + past tense becomes worked, where -ed is the past tense 

inflection.     

 

     In (5) be +present tense becomes are because the subject is plural, and 

work + -ing becomes working.   

 

In (6) be + past tense becomes were because the subject is plural, and work 

+ -ing becomes working.  

 

In (7) have + present tense becomes have, be + -en becomes been, and live 

+ -ing becomes living.    

 

In (8) have + past tense becomes had, be + -en becomes been, and live + -

ing becomes living. 

 
 

      Let us now see how tense is realized in the following two sentences.  

10.   John could have submitted the assignment. 

 11.   John has submitted the assignment. 

              We will draw diagrams only for the auxiliaries and verbs: 
 

 

.      10a.                                      VP 

 

                        Aux                                V 

 

             Tense   Modal    Perfective 

 
 

 

              past      can       have       -en                   submit 
 

 

            11a.                                          VP 

 

                                     Aux                           V 

 

                            Tense         Perfective 
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                          present       have      -en                         submit  

 
 

      In (10) can + past tense becomes could, and submit + -en becomes 

submitted.   

 

       In (11) have + present tense  becomes has because the subject is 3rd 

person singular, and submit + -en becomes submitted. 

 

      In Section 1.3.1 we said that an auxiliary verb functions as an operator, 

i.e. it moves to the sentence-initial position when a statement is changed 

into a question. What happens when we have more than one auxiliary verb?  

It is the first auxiliary verb that functions as the operator.  Tense is also 

marked on the operator, i.e. the first auxiliary verb.  To illustrate: 
 

12.   The building was being built at that time.  

13.  Was the building being built at that time? 

14.  The building was not being built at that time.  
 

If we draw a diagram for the auxiliaries and the verb in (12) it will be like 

the following: 

 12a. 

                                                             VP 

 

                                       Aux                            V 

 

                     Tense      Progressive            Passive 

 
 

 

                      past      be        –ing           be         –en         build 

 

 

Here tense is the first node under the auxiliary node.  Bu we do not consider 

tense to be a verb.  The first auxiliary verb is the progressive be.  The 

progressive be therefore functions as the operator.  Tense is realized on it 

and it becomes was.   

 

        In (13) (which is a yes-no question), it moves to the sentence- initial 

position and in (14), not is inserted after it. 
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     Review question IV 

 

     Draw tree diagrams for the auxiliaries and the verbs in the following 

sentences.  (Remember to include tense as a node.) 

 

1. Bill goes to church everyday. 

 2.  She was reading a novel yesterday.  

 3. He has been writing to her since his childhood.  

4.  I might get an A in Linguistics. 

5.  The lessons could have been made more interesting. 

 

 

 

 

3Be, have and do 
 

We saw earlier that be + -ing is used for the progressive aspect, be + -en 

for the passive voice and have + -en for the perfective aspect. Be and have 

can also be used as main verbs.  When be is used as a main verb, it also 

functions as an operator.  To illustrate: 
 

1.  Pratibha is a teacher. 

2.  Is Pratibha a teacher? 

3.  Pratibha is not a teacher. 
 

If we draw a tree diagram for the auxiliary and the verb in (1) it will 

look like the following: 
 

       1a.                 VP  

 

                              Aux                      V 

 

                            Tense          

 
 

                             present                     be 
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Have as a main verb can have stative meanings (meanings like ‘possession’ 

and ‘relationship’) or dynamic meanings (meanings like ‘experience’).  

When it is used for stative meanings, it can function as an operator in 

traditional British English (in rather formal style).  To illustrate: 
 

                     4.  Professor Singh has a Maruti car.  

                     5.  Has he a Maruti car? 

                     6.  He hasn’t a Maruti car.  

In British English, the informal have got construction is often preferred to 

have for stative meanings. For example:  

 

                     7.  Professor Singh has got a Maruti car.  

                     8.  Has he got a Maruti car? 

                     9.  He hasn’t got a Maruti car.  

 

 

      In American English, have as a main verb is not used as an operator, 

whether for stative meanings or dynamic meanings.  In British English too, 

have is not used as an operator for dynamic meanings.  Even for stative 

meanings, the practice of not using have as an operator is becoming quite 

common now in British English too.  In all these cases, do becomes the 

operator.  To illustrate: 
 

               10.   He had tea with his breakfast.  

11.  Did he have tea with his breakfast? 

12.  He didn’t have tea with his breakfast.  

This is known as do-support or do-insertion. 

 
 

       All other main verbs also require do as an ‘empty’ or ‘dummy’ 

operator when they are not preceded by any auxiliary verbs.  To illustrate: 
 

               13.  Ashok likes Sunita. 

         14.  Does Ashok like Sunita? 

         15.  Ashok doesn’t like Sunita.  
 

But, as we know, do doesn’t function always as an ‘empty’ operator.  It can 

also function as a main verb, as in (16).  
 

               16.   She has done the assignment. 
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4   Constituents of a verb phrase  

                           Consider the verb phrases in the in the following two sentences: 

 

              1. He snored. 

              2. The house might have been being built. 

 

                  Let us draw tree diagrams for the verb phrases in (1) and (2):   

 

1a. 

VP 

 
 
 

Aux                          V 

 
 

Tense 
 

past                          snore   

 

2a.       VP  

 

Aux                                V 

 

    Review question V 

 

Say what functions as the operator in the following sentences.  

 

1.  I don’t like syntax.  

2.  Have you any children? 

3.  Do you have any children? 

4.  Were you having lunch at 1.30 pm? 

5.  Is she coming to the party? 
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 Tense  Modal     Perf          Prog             Pass  

 

 past     may    have  -en  be      - ing      be      -en    build 

(1a) gives us the constituents of the verb phrase snored and (2a) gives us the 

constituents of the verb phrase might have been being built. 

 

      In (1) we have an intransitive verb and in (2) we have a passive verb.  If 

the verb is monotransitive, i.e. it takes an NP object, the object NP will also 

be a constituent of the VP. Consider the verb phrase in the following 

sentence:            

3.  She met the teacher. 

 

 3a. 

 

VP 

 

Aux              V                  NP 

 
 

Tense 

 

Past             meet           the teacher 

 

(3a) gives us the constituents of the verb phrase met the teacher. 

 

        If the verb is ditransitive, i.e. it takes two NP objects, then those two NP 

objects will also be constituents of the VP. Let us consider the verb phrase in 

the following sentence: 

 

  4.  He gave her a book. 
 

4a.VP  

 

 Aux         V         NP            NP 

 

Tense 
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Past         giveher               a book 

 

(4a)  gives us the constituents of the verb phrase gave her a book. 

 
 

If the verb is complex transitive, i.e. it takes an object and a complement, 

both the object NP and the complement, whether it is an NP, an AdjP or a PP, 

will be constituents of the verb phrase. Consider the verb phrases in the 

following sentences: 

 

           5. They made him the chairman. 

                 6.  She found the book very interesting. 

           7.  She put the book on the table. 

 

 

5a.                        VP                                                                                                                                                

 

Aux         V            NP                 NP 

 

Tense 

 

Past      make         him          the chairman 

 

6a.                             VP                                                                                                                                                

 

Aux          V          NP             AdjP 

 

Tense 
 

 Past     find  the book     very interesting 

 

7a.                          VP 

 

Aux         V            NP              PP 
 

 

Tense 
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Past        put       the book    on the table                                                         

(5a), (6a) and (7a) are tree diagrams for the constituents of the verb phrases made him 

the chairman, found the book very interesting and put the book on the table, 

respectively. 

      If we have a copular verb like be and become, the NP, the AdjP or the PP 

complement that the verb will take will also be a constituent of the verb phrase. 

Consider the verb phrases in the following sentences: 

     8.  She became impatient.  

     9.  He is a magician. 

    10. They were in Kolkata. 
 

 8a.                  VP 

 

Aux          V            AdjP                     
 

 

Tense 
 

Past       become       impatient   

9a.                                       VP 

 

Aux             V                   NP                    
 

 

Tense 
 

Present         be            a magician   

(3rd person, 

                                                          singular) 
 
 

 

10a.                                          VP 

 

Aux           V         PP                    
 

 

Tense 
 

past           be          in Kolkata   

(3rd person, 
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 plural) 
 

(8a), (9a) and (10a) give us the constituents of the verb phrases became 

impatient, is a magician and were in Kolkata, respectively. 

 

           Now, let us try to write rules for the verb phrases we have looked at. 

How do we frame the rules?  Let us first write one rule for each of the verb 

phrases we have considered.  Then, on the basis of these rules we will 

formulate one general rule which will account for all the verb phrases we 

have talked about. 

  11.  

a. VP         > Aux  -  V (for the VP in (1)) 

b. VP > Aux  -  V  (for the VP in (2)) 

c. VP > Aux  -  V  -  NP (for the VP in (3)) 

d. VP > Aux  -  V  -  NP  -  NP (for the VP in (4)) 

e. VP > Aux  -  V  -  NP  -  NP (for the VP in (5)) 

f. VP > Aux  -  V  -  NP  -  AdjP (for the VP in (6)) 

g. VP > Aux  -  V  -  NP  -  PP (for the VP in (7)) 

h. VP > Aux  -  V  -  AdjP  (for the VP in (8)) 

i. VP > Aux  -  V  -  NP (for the VP in (9)) 

j. VP > Aux  -  V  -  PP (for the VP in (10)) 

 

Notice that Aux and V are common to all the VPs in (11a) to (11j).  So we 

can say that they are obligatory constituents of the VP.  The other 

constituents, which follow the V, are optional constituents.  So we will put 

them in round brackets in our general rule for the VPs.  In certain cases, 

alternatives are possible.  For example, the V can be followed either by an 

NP, or by two NPs, or by an NP and AdjP, or by an NP and a PP, or only by 

an AdjP, or only by a PP.  As we know, the convention is that wherever 

alternatives are possible we put the constituents in curly brackets.  Keeping 

all these in mind, let us now frame a general rule for the ten VPs we have 

considered: 

 

12.     VP           > Aux  -  V  -  NP 

NP  -  NP 

NP  -  AdjP  

NP  -  PP 
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AdjP 

PP 

 

What does the rule say?  The rule says that the VP must consist of an Aux and a V.  

Since these are not within round brackets, they are considered to be obligatory 

constituents.  The V in the VP may be followed either by an NP (as in (3) and (8)), or 

by two NPs (as in (4) and (5)), or by an NP and an AdjP (as in (6)), or by an NP and a 

PP (as in (7)), or only by an AdjP (as in (9)) or only by a PP (as in (10)).  All these 

constituents are optional constituents and that is why they have been put within round 

brackets.  Now, we must also frame a rule for the Aux to indicate what an Aux can 

consist of.  Notice that the Aux has only one obligatory constituent, which is Te nse.  

All other constituents of the Aux, viz. Modal, Perf(ective), Prog(ressive) and 

Pass(ive) are optional.  They occur only in one VP, i.e. the VP in (2).  So the rule for 

Aux can be framed in the following manner: 

 

13.   Aux > Tense  -  (Modal)  -  (Perf)  -  (Prog)  -  (Pass) 

 

We can put the two rules, i.e. the rule for the VP and the Aux together:    

 

14 a.    VP          > Aux  -  V - NP 

NP  -  NP 

NP  -  AdjP  

NP  -  PP 

PP 

 

 

b.   Aux       > Tense   -  (Modal)  -  (Perf)  -  (Prog)  -  (Pass) 

 

            Notice that the VPs that we have considered do not have any adjuncts.  But, as 

we know, they can also have adjuncts.  Consider, for example, the following sentence: 

15.   She met him secretly.  

              Here, the adjunct secretly is a constituent of the VP: 

 15a.                      VP                                                                                                                                                

 

Aux           V      NP   AdvP 

 

Tense 
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Past        meet        him             secretly 

 

Compare the VP in (15) with the VP in (3).  If we frame a rule for the VP in (15), it 

will be something like the following: 

                 16.   VP  ----->   Aux  -  V  -  NP  -  AdvP 

         Notice that rule (16) is slightly different from rule (11c), which was framed 

for the VP in (3).  Now, what will happen if we have adjuncts in the other VPs also, 

i.e. in the VPs in (1) to (10)?  The rules for these VPs will be slightly different.  

Consequently, the general rule (i.e. 14a), which we have framed for all the VPs will 

also be different. 

        Now, let us have some practice in drawing tree diagrams and framing rules for 

VPs.  After that we can look at the constituents of the other types of phrases, viz.  PP, 

AdjP and  AdvP.  

 

 

Review question VI 

 

a. Underline the verb phases in the following sentences.  

 

1. Rahul went to Ooty last week. 

2. He met a foreigner. 

3. They became good friends. 

4. They had a nice time. 

5. He returned yesterday. 

6. He misses her terribly. 

 

b.  Draw a tree diagram for each of the verb phrases in the sentences 

given above (ie. 1-6). You need not show the constituents of the 

phrases which occur within the verb phrases.  

 

c. Look at the tree diagrams you have drawn for the verb phrases in the 

sentences given above (ie. 1-6) and frame a rule for each of the verb 

phrases. 

 

d. Look at the rules you have framed for each of the verb phrases and 

think about the following: 

 

Which constituents in the rules are obligatory and which are optional? 

Are alternatives possible among the optional constituents? What 

alternatives are possible? 
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Now, frame a general rule for all the verb phrases.  

 

5  Constituents of a preposition phrase 

Preposition phrases usually consist of a preposition and a noun phrase. 

Consider the preposition phrases in the following sentences.  

1. The child is playing in the room. 

2. His house is near the lake. 

3. She bought a present for him. 

Let us now draw tree diagrams for the preposition phrases in sentences (1-3). 

 

1a.     PP 

 
 

P                      NP 

 
 

in                 the room 

 

2a.              PP 

 
 

P                      NP 

 

 

near               the lake 

 

3a.                           PP 

 
 

P                         NP 

 

 

for                       him 
 

 

If we formulate a rule for the PPs in (1) to (3) it will be something like the 

following : 

 

 

                          4.               PP        >  P  -   NP 
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6   Constituents of an adjective phrase 

 

         An adjective phrase may consist of only an adjective. Consider the 

adjective phrase in the following sentence.  

 

1. Everybody likes honest people. 

 

Let us now draw a tree diagram for the adjective phrase in (1) 

 

 

1a.         AdjP 

 

 

Adj 

 

 

honest 

 

Adjective phrases can also have other constituents, like a degree word, a 

preposition phrase etc. Degree words are words like very, rather, quite etc. 

Consider the adjective phrases in the following sentences: 

 

2. They are very clever. 

3. She is fond of children. 

 

                Let us draw tree diagrams for the adjective phrases in (2) and (3).  

 

                         2a.       AdjP              

 
 

                             Degree               Adj 

 
 

very                 clever 
 

 

 

                          3a.AdjP  

 
 

Adj                   PP 

 
 

fond        of children 
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Let us now formulate a rule for the adjective phrases in (1-3):       

 

4.  AdjP >(Degree) -  Adj  -  (PP) 

 

 

Notice that we have put the constituents which precede and follow the Adj 

within round brackets to indicate that they are optional constituents.   

 

 

7   Constituents of an adverb phrase 
 

Adverb phrases usually consist of only an adverb, or a degree word and an 

adverb. Consider the adverb phrases in the following sentences.  

 

1. It rained suddenly. 

2. Surekha spoke rather rudely. 

3. Nazia was walking quite slowly. 

 

 

 

1a.        AdvP 

 

 

Adv 

 

suddenly 
 

2a.                                AdvP                                                   

 
 

Degree              Adv 

 
 

rather               rudely 

 
 

 

3a.     AdvP                                                   

 
 

 Degree              Adv 

 
 

quite                slowly 
 

 

Let us now formulate a rule for the adverb phrases in (1-3): 
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4.          AdvP        >    (Degree) – Adv 
 

 
 

Like noun phrases, verb phrases, adjective phrases, adverb phrases and 
preposition phrases can also have clauses as their constituents. We will talk about 
these clausal constituents in the next module. 

 

 

 

 

Review question  VII 

 

Say whether the underlined phrasein each of the sentences given 

below is a preposition phrase, an adjective phrase, or an adverb 

phrase, and draw a tree diagram for each of them.  You need not show 

the constituents of the phrases which occur within the preposition 

phrase, the adjective phrase, or the adverb phrase.  

 

1. She found his charm irresistible.  

2. He had to do all the work quickly.   

3. There is a snake in the garden.  

4. He is very curious about her friends. 

5. She is extremely proud of her country. 

 

 

 
 

 

8Summary 

In this unit we looked at noun phrases, verb phrases, preposition phrases, 

adjective phrases and adverb phrases. We also used labelled bracketing, 

drew tree diagrams and formulated rules to show how these constituents are 

structured. 

 

 

 

Answers to review questions 

          Review question I 

a.                                     S 

 

NP                   VP 
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A linguistmarried a language teacher 

b.   [S [NP Their marriage NP]   [VP  lasted one year VP] S] 

 

Review question II 

 

a. 1.                                NP 

 

 N 

 

                                           students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. NP 

 

Det               N 

Art 

the             students 

 

 3.             NP 

 

Det                AdjP            N 

   

Art  

the           intelligent    students 

 

 

                4.                                   NP 

 

      Det      Quant       AdjP            N 
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Art 

 

the         three    intelligent   students 

 

 

                    5.                                           NP 

 

 Det        Adj  P              N                           PP 

            Art         

 

the  intelligent        students     of the MA Programme 

 

b.  NP------> (Det)  -  (Quant)  -  (Adj P)  -  N  -  (PP) 

 

 

Review question III 

1.                                                     VP 

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

                 Perfective                 Progressive 

 

              have       -en                be         - ing         teach 

 

 

 

2.                                                           VP 

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

  

                                                      Perfective                  
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                                have      -en                                  write 

 

3.                                                           VP 

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

  

                                          Perfective        Passive          

 

                  have      -en         be       -en                               use                          

 

 

4.                                                     VP      

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

  

                                               Modal 

 

              may                                         write 

 

 

Review question IV 

 

1.                                                   VP 

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 
 

  

                                                Tense 

 

              pres                                           go 
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2.                                                           VP 

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

  

                                            Tense           Progressive 

                         past           be           - ing                            read          

 

 

3.                                                         VP 

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

  

                                 Tense      Perfective     Progressive 

               pres      have     -en       be      -ing                       write  

 

 

 

 

4.                                                             VP 

 

Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

  

                                         Tense           Modal 

                       past               may                                          get                            

 

 5.                                                                     VP 
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Auxiliary   Main verb 

 

  

                                                 Tense     Modal      Perfective       Passive 

                           past         can      have    -en        be       -en       make   

 

 

 

Review question V 
 

1.  Do 

2. Have 

3. Do 

4. Were 

         5.   Is 

 

Review question VI 

a. 

1. Rahul went to Ooty last week. 

2. He met a foreigner. 

3. They became good friends. 

4. They had a nice time. 

5. He returned yesterday. 

6. He misses her terribly. 

 

 

b.1. VP 

 

                   Aux            V            PP           NP 

 

                          Tense 

 

past            go       to Ooty     last week 

 

2.              VP 
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                            Aux         V            NP 

 

Tense 

 

past        meet       a foreigner 
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3.                VP 

 

Aux          V                 NP 

 

Tense 

 

past        become    good friends 

 

        4.                                              VP 

 

Aux         V                NP 

 

Tense 

 

past         have       a nice time 

 

 

 

  5.               VP 

 

Aux          V             AdvP 

 

Tense 

 

  past        return      yesterday 

 

          6.                                                     VP 

 

Aux          V        NP              AdvP 

 

Tense 

 

  pres         miss   her               terribly  
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                     c.    1.   VP        >   Aux  -  V  -  PP  -  NP 

             2.   VP        >   Aux  -  V  -  NP 

                               3.   VP       >   Aux  -  V  -  NP 

                               4.   VP      >Aux  -  V  -  NP 

                               5.   VP       >   Aux  -  V  -  AdvP 

6.   VP       >   Aux  -  V  -  NP  -  AdvP 

 

 

                     d.     VP            >    Aux  -  V -PP  -  NP 

  NP 

  AdvP 

  NP  -  AdvP 

 

 

 

 

 

Review question VII 

1.                             AdjP 

 

Adj 

 

irresistible 

 

2. AdvP 

 

Degree          Adv 

 

ratherquickly 

 

 

3.                 PP 

 

P                     NP 
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                            in                the room 

 

   4.                                      AdjP 

 

Adj                         PP 

 

                            curious           about her friends 

 

 

 

                      5.                                    AdjP 

 

 AdvP           Adj               PP 

 

                        extremely        proud    of her country 

***** 

 

 

 

 

 


