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Component-I (B) – Description of module: 

 

Subject Name Indian Culture 

Paper Name Museology 

Module Name/Title International Council of Museums (ICOM) 

Module Id I C / MUS / 24 

Pre requisites  Brief knowledge about museums, its development 
and functions; professional organistions for the 
museums and museologists 

Objectives To study the history and growth of ICOM as a 
professional organisation 

Keywords Museum / ICOM / International Committees / 
Code of Ethics 

E-text (Quadrant-I):  

1. Introduction 

International council for Museums (ICOM) was formed in 1946.  It is the only organization 

devoted to museum and museum professionals in the word. ICOM extends it activities 

globally through 119 National Committees and 30 International Committees and other 

organizations keeping in mind its mission to preserve intangible and tangible heritage for the 

development of mankind. ICOM organizes General conference every three years on a 

particular theme. It publishes ICOM NEWS and Museum International regularly. 

Chauncey J. Hamlin, the founder President of ICOM, devoted all his efforts to building up a 

structured organisation capable of promoting international cooperation among museums 

globally. Hamlin's simplicity enabled him to achieve recognition from UNESCO in the form of 

a cooperation agreement signed in 1947. ICOM consequently received subsidies and 

opened a head office on Avenue Kleber in Paris, and a documentation centre, later to 

become the UNESCO-ICOM documentation centre. As a result, ICOM was born. Present 

President of ICOM is Ms. Suay Aksoy. She was elected in 2016 in the General Conference, 

held in Milan, Italy. 

2. History of ICOM 

Over the years, ICOM has evolved, conforming to its main mission. More than 70 years after 

its formation, ICOM represents the global museum community as well. Keeping in mind its 

fundamental mission, ICOM has developed in accordance with global needs international 

museum professionals. Museums are no longer static organizations for protecting heritage 
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but also an organization for the development of society in relation to education and 

enjoyment. ICOM has been playing a pivotal role in defining museum with a new dimension. 

2.1. Birth of ICOM – 1946-47 

These two years were very significant of the creation of ICOM. Similarly both meetings 

marked the birth of the International Council of Museums. On the occasion of ICOM's 

creation, the first meeting took place in Paris under the leadership of Chauncey J. Hamlin 

(US) who was the first president of the ICOM. The second meeting marked the 

organisation's first General assembly that was held in Mexico. 

2.2. Growth of ICOM - 1947-1968 

ICOM's first seven General Conferences were held between 1948 and 1965. The 

organisation developed its structure, its geographical representation, and its activities 

became progressively more professional and steady during the period. From 1948 to 1965, 

ICOM held first seven General Conferences.  The last two General Conferences (held at The 

Hague in 1962 and in New York in 1965) highlighted the needs and the enthusiasm 

of participants. During this period, ICOM was concentrating on -  

 the educational role of museums,  

 exhibitions, the international circulation of cultural goods  

 the conservation and restoration of cultural goods. 

2.3. Crisis and evolution period - 1968-1977 

Formative stage of every organisation is crucial. ICOM was not an exception in this regard. 

Financial condition of ICOM was very unstable and critical by 1968. Activities, projects and 

expenses continued to flourish and simultaneously membership dues were static for eight 

years. The only solution to survive ICOM was to increase its own capital by generating new 

membership and collecting corresponding dues. Statutes were revised by ICOM to expand 

activities. Before the revision of Statues the number of active members had been restricted 

to 15 per National Committee. The concept was developed as a follow up of the General 

Conference in Grenoble in 1971 that ICOM should grant equal status to individual members 

and a democratic reform was adopted in Copenhagen in 1974. By this practice, active 

members and associate members made a single category. As a result of democratic 

understanding, all members of the field had the right to vote and stand for any ICOM 

activities.  

2.4. ICOM flourishes internationally - 1977-1989 

Since 1977, ICOM started to extend its activities in developing countries to respect the 

resolution which was adopted in Moscow in 1977 provided support to Asian, African and 

Latin American developing countries for the training of museum professionals. This 

highlighted the requirement for skilful labour and conversation experts. ICOM became 

confident to fulfil the following strategic goals with the support of significant conferences of 

1977, 1980, 1983 and 1986 -  
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 finalisation of a policy on museums in the service of society and of its 

development 

 adoption of a Code of Ethics, a  reference document. 

2.5. Competence and Universality - 1989-1996 

Economic condition of ICOM was becoming better during this period. The deficit was 

minimised gradually and finally absorbed in 1994. The fundraising policy was effectively 

working to make a path smooth. ICOM gained popularity and reputation globally within half 

century. It helped to enrich its activity as well as visibility. ICOM maintained the universality, 

flexibility and imagination during the crisis period of other international organisations. It must 

be mentioned here that India had a significant contribution to the ICOM during this period; Dr 

Saroj Ghose, the then Director General of the National Council of Science Museums, India, 

was actively involved in shaping up the ICOM first as its Vice President (for two terms) and 

then as the ICOM President for two terms. 

2.6.  A new era of activities - 1996-2004 

ICOM was determined to fight against the illicit traffic of cultural goods by developing the 

Red Lists and One Hundred Missing Objects series since 1996. In the framework of its 

mission, ICOM designed and launched the Museums’ Emergency Programme – MEP – in 

2002 as well as ICOM’s participation in the International Council of the Blue Shield (ICBS). 

ICOM increased its relevance in the global museum community as well as contemporary 

society. 

2.7.  ICOM opens up to Asia - 2004-today 

ICOM created a new working group keeping in mind its mission. It was working a part of a 

new strategy for the organisation. This Working Group developed a report entitled, A Tool 

Box for Renovating ICOM. Besides, “Running a museum: a Practical Handbook” was 

prepared for professionals and published by ICOM. It perceived as reference tool for the 

international museum community in training matters. Protecting both intangible and tangible 

cultural heritage became an integral part of ICOM’s programme activities. ICOM arranged 

first General Conference in Asia in 2004 in Seoul, Korea, highlighting Asian continent 

significantly. General Conference held in 2010 in Shanghai as an outcome of ICOM’s 

attitude towards Asian continent. The next General Conference in 2019 will be held in Kyoto, 

Japan. 

3. ICOM MISSIONS: 

ICOM formulates standards for museums in design, management and collections 

organisation. The ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums is an essential reference for the 

museum community as a whole. It sets minimum standards for professional practices and 

achievements for museums and museum professionals. It is mandatory for its member to 

abide by the code of ICOM. ICOM is officially connected with many international conventions 

on heritage and culture. It acts as a diplomatic platform made up of 136 countries and 

territories from different parts of the world. It gathers international professionals, renowned 

resource persons, scholars, researchers for their contribution to culture. ICOM is considered 
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as a unique professional network of institutions and museum professionals with more than 

35000 members. ICOM welcomes museum experts to discuss various museum-related 

issues as well. ICOM formulates 30 International Committees to encourage advanced 

research in their respective areas for the sake of the museum community. They initiate 

dialogue within the community on museum-and heritage-related issues. In association with 

partners such as UNESCO, INTERPOL and the World Customs Organisation (WCO), ICOM 

continues its international missions respectfully. ICOM's missions consist of: 

 Combating the illicit traffic of cultural goods  

 Risk management  

 Culture and knowledge promotion  

 Protection of tangible and intangible heritage  

4. General Secretariat : 

The Secretariat is an international team and composed of 10 different nationalities to 

implement the resolution of the Executive Council. It works according to the strategic plan 

and coordinates the committees’ activities. Keeping in mind its mission, it organises the 

programmes and provides services to the organisation's members. ICOM Secretariat is 

located at UNESCO House, Paris, France. 

5. ICOM’s International Committees: 

5.1. International Committee for Audiovisual, New Technologies and Social Media  

International Committee for Audiovisual and New Image and Sound Technologies (AVICOM) 

was established in June 1991. It is one of ICOM’s international committees. Since 2017, it is 

known as ICOM International Committee for Audiovisual, New Technologies and Social 

Media. A general meeting of the Committee is held every year in a different host country 

around the world on a particular agenda and associated events like symposia, professional 

days, festivals, etc. 

5.2. International Committee for the Collections and Activities of Museums of Cities 

(CAMOC - Museums of Cities) 

International Committee for the Collections and Activities of Museums of Cities (CAMOC) is 

one of a number of international committees of ICOM concerned with cities and urban living. 

Nearly around 200 members from 43 countries, the committee carries out various projects, 

workshops, meetings and publications. It also held meetings with a specific agenda in a 

different city once in a year. The committee welcomes urban planners, historians, 

economists, architects or geographers to share knowledge and experience, exchange ideas 

and explore partnerships across national boundaries in connection with museums about the 

past, present and future of cities. 

 

 



 

 6 

5.3. The Committee for Education and Cultural Action (CECA) 

The Committee for Education and Cultural Action (CECA) is one of the oldest International 

Committees of ICOM with more than 1,000 members in different sectors of the museum field 

or in institutions related to this field, as educators, curators, professors, communication 

agents or interpreters interested in education and culture and heritage coming from about 85 

countries of the world. CECA, the largest Committees of ICOM is working to promote the 

development of museum education and cultural action as well. 

5.4. International Committee for Documentation (CIDOC – Documentation) 

CIDOC is committed to the documentation of museum collections. It is a platform for 

curators, librarians and information specialists interested in documentation, registration, 

collections management and computerisation. It provides guidelines on good practice and 

developments in museum documentation to the museum community. 

5.5. International Committee of Museums and Collections of Instruments and Music 

(CIMCIM - Musical Instruments) 

CIMCIM promotes and organises professional activities and researches related to collections 

and museums of musical instruments. 

5.6. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Science and Technology 

(CIMUSET - Science and Technology) 

CIMUSET is composed of museum professionals from the fields of science and technology. 

It is one of 26 international committees of the International Council of Museums (ICOM) that 

is not only devoted to traditional museums of science and technology, largely historical and 

collection based, but also to contemporary science centres, working mainly to promote 

science and technology among children and young generation. It organises an annual 

meeting in different part of the world. 

5.7. International Committee for Egyptology (CIPEG – Egyptology) 

CIPEG promotes collaboration and dialogue among professionals for the study, 

preservation, and presentation of Egyptian collections, monuments and sites. In addition, it 

supports collections of Egyptian art and archaeology, including the heritage of the Ancient 

Sudan, with a special focus on smaller collections, within the framework of ICOM and in 

close co-operation with the International Association of Egyptologists (IAE). 

5.8. International Committee for Collecting (COMCOL – Collecting) 

COMCOL is formulated to discuss and share knowledge on the practice, theory and ethics of 

collecting and collections (both tangible and intangible) development. The Committee is in 

charge of collecting and de-accessioning policies, contemporary collecting, restitution of 

cultural property and good practices. It organizes annual meetings where members 

participate actively to discuss the particular theme with various angles. 
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5.9. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Costume (COSTUME) 

The Costume Committee of ICOM is a platform for museum professionals devoted to the 

study, interpretation and preservation of all aspects of garments. The committee encourages 

professionals to discuss and share their expertise in research projects, exhibitions, 

conservation, storage techniques, etc. An annual meeting takes place every year on the 

particular theme.  

5.10. International Committee for Historic House Museums (DEMHIST - Historic House 

Museums) 

DEMHIST is an international platform for challenging problems and solutions particular to the 

conservation and management of historic house museums. Keeping in mind its artistic, 

architectural, cultural, and social importance, the committee organizes conferences to focus 

these issues common to all kinds of historic house museums, and publishes the outcome  

5.11. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Glass (GLASS - 

Museums and Collections of Glass) 

The International Committee for Museums and Glass collections is very effective body where 

curators and conservators of glass from around the world share their thoughts and carry out 

research on antiquity to contemporary. The committee publishes newsletter and organises 

annual meetings globally. 

5.12. International Committee for Architecture and Museum Techniques (ICAMT - 

Architecture and Museum Techniques) 

ICAMT is one of the ICOM’s international committee where members exchange, share and 

discuss on best practices and ideas about the architecture of the museum building, the 

techniques in the museum building and the techniques of exhibitions.  

5.13. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Decorative Arts and 

Design (ICDAD - Decorative Arts and Design) 

Museums and collections of applied and decorative arts conserved in museums, houses, 

castles and historic monuments are the thrust area of the ICDAD. Members actively 

participate in annual meetings to exchange concepts and experiences on the particular 

theme.  

5.14. International Committee for Exhibitions and Exchange (ICEE - Exhibition 

Exchange) 

ICEE is a forum deals with various aspects of exhibition development, circulation and 

exchange. It also organises annual meetings which provide networking opportunities to 

develop exhibitions.  
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5.15. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Fine Arts (ICFA - Fine 

Arts) 

The committee is a forum for professionals dealing with collection of old master and 

nineteenth century oil paintings and sculptures in museums and art galleries It organises 

annual meeting among members to discuss problems and exchange opinions on relevant 

issues like collections in Eastern Europe, museums design and architecture, and illicit traffic 

in artworks.  

5.16. International Committee for Literary Museums (ICLM - Literary Museums) 

The fundamental objective of ICLM is to develop activities (research, publishing, exhibition 

and education) for literary historical/biographical museums and composers' museums. 

Members contribute their understandings and expertise during the annual meeting for the 

betterment of the literary museums. 

5.17. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Archaeology and 

History (ICMAH - Archaeology and History) 

ICMAH is one of the popular and important committee of ICOM, dedicated to museums of 

archaeology and history. Interpretation of history and works to develop various research 

methods in a multidisciplinary framework are the thrust area of the committee. ICMAH 

publishes a newsletter, collaborates with several working groups and organises an annual 

meeting regularly to disseminate understanding on archaeology and history to museum 

community.  

5.18. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Ethnography (ICME) 

ICME is dedicated to ethnographic museums and collections from local, regional, national 

and international cultures. Due to globalization, these museums face many challenges to 

survive in the changing society. It organises annual meeting regularly to address the relevant 

problems and members participate to find a solution of the crisis.  

5.19. International Committee of Memorial Museums in Remembrance of the Victims 

of Public Crimes (ICMEMO - Memorial Museums in Remembrance of the Victims 

of Public Crimes) 

The International Committee of Memorial Museums in Remembrance of the Victims of Public 

Crimes has started journey in July 2001 to promote a responsible memory of history and to 

further cultural cooperation through education and through using knowledge in the interests 

of peace. The relevance of these Memorial Museums is to commemorate victims of State, 

socially determined and ideologically motivated crimes.  

5.20. International Committee for Museum Security (ICMS - Museum Security) 

ICMS deals with the very important matters of security, fire protection and disaster 

preparedness. The committee is working as the main advisor to ICOM to provide education, 

training and assistance and to protect persons and cultural property from theft, vandalism, 

fire and destruction. ICMS has formulated working groups on Physical Security, Technical 

Security, Fire Security, Disaster Preparedness, Training, Publications and Rules. Every year 
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the committee organises annual meeting to address the security issue which are being 

threatened day by day.  

5.21. International Committee for Museology (ICOFOM – Museology) 

ICOFOM is the chief international forum for theory and practice of Museology. During annual 

conference members discuss about both theoretical and practical aspects of Museology. 

Debates are welcome by the members dealing with every aspects of Museology. It annually 

publishes Study Series (ISS). 

5.22. Committee for Conservation (ICOM-CC) 

The committee plays a significant role to develop the mind of conservation in every sense. It 

brings together conservators, scientists, curators and competent professionals to 

collaborate, study and promote the conservation and analysis of material culture as well. 

5.23 International Committee for Museum and Collections of Arms and Military History 

(ICOMAM) 

ICOMAM is the only International Committee of its kind dedicated to the preservation and 

interpretation of arms, armour, artillery, fortifications, uniforms, flags and medals in the 

museums. ICOMAM organises triennial congresses and annual symposia or conferences 

and organises the triennial Justus Lipsius Award for outstanding published research in the 

field. 

5.24. International Committee for Money and Banking Museums (ICOMON – Money 

and Banking Museums) 

ICOMON was formulated numismatics and museums of financial and economic institutions 

or companies. The committee holds annual meeting to provide opportunities for exchange 

ideas. 

5.25. International Committee for Regional Museums (ICR) 

ICR was fundamentally formed for regional museums and is interested in the role of these 

museums in their community with respect to culture, history, environment, social 

development and language. ICR publishes a newsletter twice a year and organises an 

annual meeting. 

5.26. International Committee for the Training of Personnel (ICTOP) 

The primary objective of ICTOP's is to promote training and professional development and to 

establish standards for museum personnel throughout their careers. The Committee 

publishes the International Directory of Museum Training as well as a newsletter twice a year 

and it organises an annual meeting.  
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5.27. International Committee for Museum Management (INTERCOM) 

INTERCOM is concerned about the managerial development in museums globally. The 

committee is respectfully concerned about the ICOM's Code of Ethics for Museums. The 

next INTERCOM Annual Conference is going to be held at Kolkata, India, in February 2018. 

5.28. International Committee for Marketing and Public Relations (MPR) 

The committee brings museum professionals working in marketing, communications and 

development. It provides opportunities to build network among professionals. During annual 

conference members discuss the issues. 

5.29. International Committee for Museums and Collections of Natural History 

(NATHIST) 

The committee is devoted to the conservation of biological and natural heritage in museums 

collections through exhibitions, conferences, field trips, etc. 

5.30. International Committee for University Museums and Collections (UMAC) 

It is a body which protects the heritage under the custody of universities. The committee is 

open for those working in or associated with academic museums, galleries and collections. 

6. National Committees 

Though ICOM is a worldwide network, but 119 National Committees are the lifeline of ICOM. 

Through these committees ICOM acts as a tool of communication between ICOM General 

Secretariat and members. 

7. General Assembly 

The General Assembly is considered as a decision-making instrument which takes place 

yearly. Every three years, the General Conference adopts ICOM’s Strategic Plan and sets 

the functioning rules. 

8. General Conference 

ICOM organises a general conference every three year to gather museum professionals for 

the development of museum community. In 2016, the Conference was held in Milan, Italy 

and the next Conference is scheduled to be organised in Kyoto, Japan. 

9. ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums 

ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums is the core of ICOM. It prepares minimum standards of 

professional practice and performance for museums and their staff. ICOM members 

undertake to abide by this Code. The ICOM Code of Professional Ethics was adopted 

unanimously by the 15th General Assembly of ICOM in Buenos Aires (Argentina) on 4 

November 1986. It was amended by the 20th General Assembly in Barcelona (Spain) on 6 

July 2001, retiled ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums, and further revised by the 21st General 

Assembly in Seoul (Republic of Korea) on 8 October 2004.  
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10. Summary  

International Council for Museums, popularly known as ICOM, was created in 1946 for 

museum professionals. It is considered as a public interest organisation and a leading tool in 

ethical matter. It was emerged as a unique network of more than 35,000 members and 

museum professionals who represent the universal community of museum. ICOM is a 

diplomatic body of experts from 136 countries and territories to actively participate in the 

movement as well as the development of museums worldwide. Keeping in mind its mission, 

ICOM formulates 119 National Committees and 30 International Committees to work globally 

for the development of museums. ICOM is one of the founding members of the International 

Committee of the Blue Shield (ICBS) to work for the protection of the world's cultural 

heritage by coordinating measures to meet and respond to emergency crisis. English, 

French and Spanish are considered as official languages of ICOM.  


