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Component-I (B) – Description of module: 
 

Subject Name Indian Culture 

Paper Name Museology  

Module Name/Title Museology — Heritage Studies and Cultural Studies 

Module Id IC / MUS / 03 

Pre-requisites  Knowledge and understanding about museal, 
museum, heritage and culture 

Objectives To know the subject Museology, its various scopes 
and contents in dealing with various aspects of 
heritage and culture associated with human 
civilization.   

Keywords Museal, museum, museology, heritage, culture 

E-text (Quadrant-I)  

1. Introduction 

Museum in its broader sense is the organisation that deals with collection, preservation, 

interpretation, knowledge dissemination and service towards the development of society 

through its material and non material evidences. To deal with various aspects of museum 

starting from defining it to its day to day functioning, a subject is developed during mid 20th 

CE, known as Museology. Dealing with museum the subject Museology extended its scope 

so widely beyond its four walls to objectify heritage as an exhibit in a museum or museum 

like organisations including monuments, temples etc. Emphasis has given more and more 

across the world in research and development for exploring culture since proto-historic 

period and interprets them within museum for the knowledge of common people. Heritage 

includes both material and intangible cultural heritage but the cultural studies are the subject 

that includes all things that is associated with the origin and development of human. Like 

Museology, it is a multi-disciplinary subject and includes history, geography, social science, 

political science, economics, languages, literature, mathematics, astronomy, astrology, 

science, technologies, medicines, religions, architecture, media, entertainment and 

information technology. It has no specific boundary to stop and expands with the expansion 

of the human experience into new fields. Here the role of Museology is to depict the culture 

in its different form establishing different kinds of museum like few new emerging museums 

in the world are Museum on Partition in Amritsar, India, Canadian Museum of Human Rights 

in Canada, etc. with a broad scope to present the culture in its true context. Though 

Museology, heritage and culture are different and vast subjects but all these three are 

interlinked with each other.     
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2. Objectives 

 To understand the heritage as a component of Museology  

 To know about Heritage Studies 

 To understand the Culture as a component of Museology 

 To Know about Cultural Studies 

3. Heritage and Museology 

Museology is the study of museum as a key organisation in the field of museal. The study 

helps to musealise heritage and culture in museum as well as to preserve heritage in situ as 

a living tradition. In addition to the technical aspects of museum, the study of Museology 

enables understanding all kinds of heritage issues in tangible and intangible forms about the 

evolution of man, early civilization and human’s creations in different era and also 

association of man with nature. In museum the knowledge about the heritage is 

disseminated through interpretation of inner message of the objects and exhibits.  

On the other hand Heritage is the full range of our inherited traditions, monuments, objects 

and culture. It is the range of contemporary activities, meanings and behaviours that we 

draw from our tradition and is the study of preservation, excavation, displaying or restoring a 

collection of old things. The meanings of heritage are therefore, subjective and rooted in the 

present; these meanings are defined by social, cultural, and individual processes. In other 

words, the meanings of heritage can be understood through contemporary socio-cultural and 

experiential values.  

Lowenthal argues that in the realm of human experience, we create heritage; to most 

people, heritage is therefore more important than history and is a product of human invention 

and creativity. From the mid 1950s, the notion of heritage gradually incorporated all material 

evidence of man and his environment. Thus, folklore heritage, scientific heritage and 

industrial heritage are gradually integrated into the concept of heritage. (Lowenthal,1985, p. 

410)  

Heritage is defined as: 

 “all objects or groups of objects, material or intangible, that are collectively 

recognized or appropriated for their value as evidence and historical memory and 

which merit being protected, preserved, and enhanced” (Arpin, 2000).  

This concept refers to all natural or man-made goods and values, whether material or 

intangible, without restriction of time or space, whether they are simply inherited from the 

forbears of earlier generations or gathered and preserved to be transmitted to the 

descendants of future generations. Heritage is a public good; its preservation must be 

assumed by the community when individuals fail to do so. Individual, local, natural and 

cultural characteristics contribute to the conception and building of the universal character of 

heritage.  
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Heritage is broadly classified into Cultural Heritage and Natural Heritage. Cultural heritage is 

again divided as 

3.1 . Cultural Heritage: It is manmade that has real evidence in terms of materials that we 

can see and feel and intangible heritage that we can see, hear, practice, observe, beliefs 

etc. Based on this cultural heritage is divided as 

(a) Material cultural heritage or tangible heritage:  

Since the dawn of civilization, human built many things to express their creativity, 

preserve their ideas, philosophy etc. in terms of making art, sculpture, cave paintings, 

murals, handicraft, writing inscription and manuscripts and many more. These are the 

rich sources of history. These are the tangible or material cultural heritage. This cultural 

heritage includes built heritage and portable heritage objects: 

Built Heritage—it is the man-made sites, monuments, buildings with historical, scientific and 

biographical values 

Portable Heritage—these are the manmade loose objects of historical, folk, socio-religious, 

artistic and aesthetical importance 

(b) Non material cultural heritage or intangible heritage:  

Many lores, music, myths, beliefs are handed over generation after generation as oral 

traditions and we are till observing it. The stories, ballads, messages in the inscription etc. 

are the entire non material or intangible cultural heritage. 

3.2. Natural Heritage:  

Unlike cultural heritage which is manmade, natural heritage is the gift of nature. Men live in 

environment forming an eco-system along with several biotic components like flora and 

fauna in various habitats like plain, mountains, deserts, islands etc. Apart from the co-

relationship with these components, man share natural resources like rocks and minerals, 

coals and petroleum, precious stones and develop many things out of the natural resources 

for their daily needs including food and medicines. All these are the natural heritage that we 

are using and interacting generation after generation 

Museology while dealing with heritage aims at documentation of all the above heritage 

components for musealisation in museum or at the sites with proper labeling and through 

audio-visual aids. After proper exhibition and interpretation of heritage through various 

modes of display, Museology aims at dissemination of knowledge to common people. Earlier 

museums waited for visitors to come in but due to the changing scenario of society, museum 

develops outreach activities to take the in-house knowledge to the site or in the society. 

3.3. Heritage Studies 

Heritage study is an inter-disciplinary field of studies, bringing together professionals and 

academics who explore how the past is used in the present. Heritage studies looks at the 

relationship between people and tangible and intangible heritage through the use of social 

science research methods. While related to the disciplines of history, heritage conservation, 
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and historic preservation, heritage studies are not necessarily concerned with the objective 

representation of the past. History is "the raw facts of the past" (Aitchison, MacLeod, & Shaw 

2000, p. 96) while heritage "is history processed through mythology, ideology, nationalism, 

local pride, romantic ideas or just plain marketing" (Schouten 1995, p. 21). Across the world 

emphasis are given in Heritage Studies as regular disciplinary studies in several universities 

along with Museology.  

UNESCO guides the basic components of the Heritage studies should includes aspects of 

Archaeology, Architectural Conservation, Conservation, Heritage Management, Heritage and 

Tourism Management, History of Arts, Manuscriptology and Museology. Based on these key 

components heritage studies in different universities are designed as follows include: 

A. Understanding of Heritage 

The study includes the basics of heritage and contents the etymology, concept of heritage in 

different countries, historical development, definition, practices in preserving heritage in 

different historic period, typology and different kinds of heritage as well as human relations 

with heritage.  

B Tourism and Heritage 

Tourism is closely associated with heritage and studied intensely in heritage studies. It 

includes the concept and historical development of tourism, types, tourism industry, strategy, 

missions and objectives, major heritage sites—its history and importance, generating 

attractions, transports, accommodations, refreshments, shopping, entertainment’s, 

management, conventions, laws, exhibitions, fairs and tourism regulations.  

C. Laws and Legislations 

In India there are number of laws and much legislation on cultural property and in heritage 

studies, one need to know about it. The important laws are the Indian Treasure Trove Act, 

1878, the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, the 

Antiquities and Art Treasure Act, 1972, the Wild Life Protection Act, 1972, the Indian 

Museums Act, 1961 etc. Other than these many international laws governing cultural 

heritage, copyright, intellectual properties, etc. are also need to study. 

D. Museology 

Museology is also the matter of study in heritage studies and most of the courses included it. 

It is required to study how the heritage to be traced, researched for the knowledge 

dissemination to common people, preservation and conservation techniques, process of 

documentation and various modes of interpretation. This is to know how tangible and 

intangible heritage can be musealised and exhibited so that people may know about.  

E. Heritage Management  

Heritage management is one of the main component of heritage studies but sometime 

heritage management is found as a singly course of study. In management part the concept, 

planning, declaration of sites as Protected Area by National Acts, declaration of World 

Heritage sites, agencies, organizations are included. Marketing includes—product 
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development and services, natural and cultural attractions, festivals, religious tourism, 

market surveys, research and target market selection, promotion, advertising, publications, 

films, sales, marketing mix etc. 

F. Preservation and Conservation of Heritage 

It is very much required to conserve both built and portable heritage in situ and in museums 

respectively. There are many archeological sites like Harappa sites, monasteries, stupas, 

ancient monuments, temple, forts, palaces, and historic buildings etc which are considered 

to be the built heritage. All these age old cultural properties need conservation measures 

both physically and chemically. In India these monuments are look after by the 

Archaeological Survey of India, INTACH (Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage), 

NRLC (National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property) etc. Their 

techniques and approaches are studied. Inside museums objects are taken care of by 

museum itself and that are also studied.  

3.4. Culture and Museology 

Culture is entirely learned during our lifetime and associated with people living in a 

community. It is the full range of learned behaviour patterns and knowledge acquired by 

people as members of a community. It is also the manifestations of human intellectual 

achievements in both arts and science. Culture as a component of museal is studies under 

Museology to understand its genesis, practice and it cessation or halt and conversion into 

another new culture. It is a continuous process run intangibly.  

The role of Museology is to  

 Making History alive 

 Document the culture,  

 Musealise it for the knowledge of common people 

 Preserving it and  

 To establish an authentic cause of genesis to stop misconceptions. 

Culture is everything associated with human being since their origin and early civilization, 

community formation, society development, religious practices, beliefs, traditions, food 

habits, livelihood, discoveries, scientific achievement, music, dance etc. which are intangible. 

These are the cultural heritage. It is defined as  

"Culture encompasses religion, food, what we wear, how we wear it, our language, 

marriage, music, what we believe is right or wrong, how we sit at the table, how we 

greet visitors, how we behave with loved ones, and a million other things," (D. Rossi, 

2017) 
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4. Cultural Studies  

Cultural studies is a field of theoretically, politically, and empirically engaged cultural analysis 

that concentrates upon the political dynamics of contemporary culture, its historical 

foundations, defining traits, conflicts, and contingencies. Cultural studies researchers 

generally investigate how cultural practices relate to wider systems of power associated with 

or operating through social phenomena, such as ideology, class structures, national 

formations, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, and generation. Cultural studies view 

cultures not as fixed, bounded, stable, and discrete entities, but rather as constantly 

interacting and changing sets of practices and processes. The field of cultural studies 

encompasses a range of theoretical and methodological perspectives and practices. 

Although distinct from the disciplines of cultural anthropology and ethnic studies, cultural 

studies draws upon and has contributed to each of these disciplines. 

Cultural studies was initially developed by British academics during 1950s to 1970s, and has 

been subsequently taken up and transformed by scholars from many different disciplines 

around the world. It is an interdisciplinary subjects and combines a variety of approaches 

including ethnography, critical race theory, politics, social theory, political theory, history, 

philosophy, literary theory, media theory, film/video studies, communication studies, political 

economy, translation studies, museum studies and art history/criticism to study cultural 

phenomena in various societies and historical periods. Cultural studies seeks to understand 

how meaning is generated, disseminated, contested, bound up with systems of power and 

control, and produced from the social, political and economic spheres within a particular 

social formation or conjuncture.  

The Cultural Studies courses at Post Graduation Institutes or Universities generally include:  

A. Proto-historic and Pre-historic Cultures 

Proto-history It is the period between prehistory and history, during which a culture or 

civilization has not developed writing but other cultures have already noted its existence. The 

period of time before written records, myths that stretch back into prehistory includes cave 

dwelling man, their art, tools and early society. Pre-history is the period of time before written 

records. It is the period of human activity between the use of the first stone tools c.3.3 million 

years ago and the invention of writing systems about c.5,300 years ago. The study focuses 

on the beginning of the stone and metal ages, painted Grey Ware culture, Black and Red 

Ware cultures, Cultural sequence in Ganga plains, archaeological cultures of North-Eastern 

India, technology, economy and agriculture: OCP and copper hoards, archaeology and 

literature, emergence of complexity in society etc.  

B. Vedic Age and Harappa Civilization 

This is one of the important part of cultural studies focus on the Vedic Culture—Vedic 

society, religion, literature etc. Harappa civilization deals entirely with the culture based on 

the archaeological evidence and covered all the aspects and characteristics of the 

civilization including early Vedic Aryans, Vedic geography and settlements, stretches, 

township, society, religion, trade, economy, politics, art, seals, inscriptions, sculptures, toys 

language and decline of Harappan civilization. 
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C. Cultural, Social and Religious Heritages 

This study introduces the basic definitions of cultural, social and religious heritages, oral and 

living traditions, literary sources, social traditions like—Varna, Jati, Ashrama, Karma, Rina, 

Purushartha Dana, Pataka, Prayaschitta, Vrata, Upavasa, Tirtha, Samsakara etc.; religion 

and philosophy of Jainism, Buddhism and Ajivikas, Vaishnavism, Saivism, Saktism and 

Bhakti, Islamic, Christian and tribal belief systems. It also focuses on the literary sources and 

management of aboriginal archaeological sites and heritage places. Real-life hypothetical 

'fieldwork' are designed to provide students with an opportunity to practice cultural heritage. 

D. Evolution of Political Ideas 

Politics is the part of culture and includes the evolution of Polity, its formative period, 

crystallization of precepts and ideas, laws and legal Institutions and concept of republic. 

E. Educational and Scientific Developments 

This includes the evolution of formal and social educational institution like Gurukulas, and 

Agraharas, important centers of learning in ancient period in the field of mathematics, 

astronomy, astrology, architecture, medicine, surgery, metallurgy, language and literature 

along with the eminent personalities like mathematicians, astronomers, chikitshaks 

architects etc. like the contributions of Aryabhatta, Bhaskara, Charaka, Susruta, 

Barahamihira etc. 

F. Anthropology 

Study of anthropology is very important to know culture. It includes the introduction to 

physical anthropology and evolution of humans, transition from Homonoid to Hominids, 

evolution of modern humans, beginning of Human Cultures in global context, tool making; 

Paleolithic, Mesolothic and Neolithic cultures; evolution of technology and changing pattern 

of economic and social life, domestication of plants and animals and its consequences, 

technological evolution etc. 

G. Epigraphy and Numismatics 

It includes origin and antiquity of Brahmi and Kharoshthi scripts; Harappan script – attempts 

of Decipherment; Mauryan Brahmi scripts and history of its decipherment, Gupta 

inscriptions; Aihole Inscription of Pulakesin II etc.. In Numismatics the study includes coins 

as a source of history; origin and antiquity of coins; technique of manufacture, Punch-

marked coins, coins issued in different historical periods by emperors, tribal coins etc. 

H. Ethnic Art & Culture of India 

This is the important part of cultural heritage of India. It is vast and profound, and at a glance 

includes the basic components like outline of ethnology of India, cultural distribution, social 

customs & rituals, theatrical arts, ballads/ story-telling forms, puppetry & shadow plays, skits 

& social satires, wall & floor decorations, Tattoo, traditional textile, dolls & toys, ritual objects, 

jewelry & ornaments, scroll paintings, woodcraft, metal craft, pith work, potter’s art, basketry, 

entertainment, traditional games, etc. All these are unique and different to each other. 

Folklore the oral literature includes folk story, song, proverbs, myths, riddles, etc.  
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I. Museology 

The study Museology is included in the Cultural Studies to museslie culture in museum to 

make a visual source of understanding culture. As everything displayed in museum are the 

evidences of culture so, to make culture visible the study includes Museology. It includes 

collection, arrangement & display of ethnic art, documentation & presentation techniques of 

non-material culture/ intangible heritage, ethnic art & social dynamics, dissemination of 

information and traditional knowledge base/ wisdom/ collective memory etc. One also learnt 

to design museum programmes on ethnic art targeting group of visitors or common people. It 

also includes indigenous/ traditional merit & current international trade (Trade Related 

Intellectual Property Rights−TRIPS), community Participation and services. Students are 

introduced to site survey for enhancing practical knowledge.  

5. Summary 

Museum displays objects which have cultural values and our antique heritage. So, it is the 

subject Museology that deals with heritage and culture of human being for the musealisation 

of evidences in terms of objects in museum and for the knowledge of common people. It 

fosters objectification of heritage and culture and its preservation either in situ or in museum. 

It is the interdisciplinary subject that combines the heritage studies and cultural studies as 

museal for its musealisation. Through the museographical approaches researches are 

carried on in the field of heritage and culture to preserve it for generation after generation 

within the society, group of people and their practices, observance in intangible form and 

through its objectification as exhibits in a museum. It is more in demand in this era of modern 

technology to preserve our rich and age-old heritage and culture. Heritage and cultural 

studies on other hands enhance the potentiality of the subject for advance services to 

society through museum.  


