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Module 1 

Development: An Overview 
 

1. Introduction 
 

The learning objective of this module is to give an overview into the broad topic of development. The module is 

meant to provide a glimpse into the larger discourse and debates on development. This overall picture will 

enable a critical perspective on the demographic transition theory as it was originally put forward, its later 

developments and discussion around it, which comprises many of the modules in this paper on population and 

development. This module focuses on development as an evolving concept, that is problematic, and has multiple 

stakeholder perspectives. It also discusses the relation between power and knowledge, the need for critique, 

before going onto a discussion of how the conception of development has evolved into one that puts people at 

the center of development. At the end of this module is discussed efforts on the international level with regard to 

development, including the Millenium Development Goals and the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

2. Development as debate: shifts in meaning 
 

The term development can be considered as a concept that shifts in meaning over time and is a term that is 

constantly debated. A brief description about how this concept of development has shifted in meaning over time 

is given in following from (Rapley 2007).  

 

The idea of 'Development' grew in importance after World War II, as countries in the West, faced the challenge 

of reconstruction post war, which was entrusted to the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(later became the World Bank). Theories developed about particular challenges facing developing countries, and 

paths towards industrialisation. Development and industrialisation became synonymous with each other.  

 

The primary goal in this period was to increase incomes and enable the poor greater access to a range of goods 

and services, as was prevalent in the developed countries. What was considered valuable for a country was 

industrialisation, and the capacity to manufacture finished goods.  

 

Independence for many countries that were colonies of Europe also came post the war, which further supported 

the impetus to industrialise. Many countries in Asia and Africa upon independence were impoverished and the 

development processes was also looked to as a means to (hasten) improvement of the quality of life of citizens, 

to strengthen the new independence and to have the new sense of political equality be converted into economic 

equality as a means towards gaining respect and self-dignity, which colonisation had denied.  

 

There was also a focus on state-led development, given the experience of countries in Latin America and debates 

around the time. The state was considered a central actor to develop economies and societies to meet needs of 

people, better than the market, working towards the collective. In the early post-war period, there was thus felt a 

need for increased intervention by the state, which was supported by structuralist economic trends.  

 

Many countries in the third world adopted these state-led models, and the demand for products increased against 

a booming economy in the world, which provided capital towards the development of industry and 

infrastructure. But growth was slow and not at pace with the needs of the country. There were inefficiencies and 

state-led development was beginning to be seen as problematic, which led to debates regarding the role of the 

state and the market. The push towards a greater role for market took emphasis, as seen in the strategies of 

structural adjustment of international agencies, which pressured countries in the third world to move towards 

similar policies. While there were some gains, it was mostly problematic, and did more harm than good in 

countries. 

 

By the 1990s, the antiglobalisation movement, together with postmodern thinking influenced development 

thinking as well, at times referred to as post-development theory, which gained prominence over time. The 

emphasis was on questioning the development concept, seen to be focused on imposing control over citizens 



 

2 

 

rather than trying to improve conditions, and thereby to reject development in favour of a more decentralised, 

participatory approach. While successes experienced by countries in East Asia in the 1990s recalled the 

popularity of the state-led developmental model for a short period, the Asian financial crisis in the late 90's 

contradicted that. These events also bolstered the power of the IMF and the U.S. Treasury, enabling them to 

assert liberalisation agendas in these countries.  

 

Development theory in the early 2000s was more flexible and less programme oriented. The debate also changed 

from the extent of the role of the state to how its role can be improved, towards a more locally-focused approach. 

 

Post-development theories emphasised focus on people, in determining the ends and measures of development, 

although this was not unique to it. The concept of sovereignty, of authority, came to be questioned as well, taking 

on more contested understandings. The failings of the focus on the market also became evident as with the Asian 

Financial Crisis, the increasing unrest among developing countries and street protests at international financial 

meets regarding the inequalities of the market and the terms of world trade. Sen's book, Development as 

Freedom, was considerably influential, returning focus on the people for whom development understood in terms 

of freedoms is pursued. The world dynamic is also shifting in part because of China and India’s economic 

growth, impacting the world economy, but it is not yet clear to see the long-term impact (Rapley 2007). 

 

With regard to the concept of development and what it is, we can see that many perspectives on development 

have emerged and have shaped its meaning over time. Pieterse (2010) argues that the meaning of development 

shifting over time can be understood either in terms of a critique of development, or, to consider it as part of a 

historical context changing according to circumstances and sensibilities, of changing capacities, priorities and 

choices in society. Another possibility offerred is to combine these different understandings of development. The 

following table categorises the different shifts in the meaning of development over time by time period and by 

perspective: 

 

Table 1.1: Meaning of development changing over time 

Period Perspectives Meanings of Development  

1800s Classical Political Economy Remedy for progress, catching up 

1870> Latecomers Industrialisation, catching-up 

1850> Colonial Economics Resource management, trusteeship 

1940> Development Economics Economic Growth- industrialisation 

1950> Modernisation Theory Growth, political and social 

modernisation 

1960> Dependency Theory Accumulation – national, 

autocentric 

1970> Alternative Development  Human flourishing 

1980> Human Development  Capacitation, enlargement of 

people's choices 

1980> Neoliberalism Economic Growth – strutural 

reform, deregulation, liberalisation, 

privatisation 

1990> Post-development Authoritarian engineering, disaster 

2000 Millenium Development Goals Structural reforms 

 

Source: Pieterse 2010 
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Development overall can be seen as a complex process that not only is debate and which shifts in meaning over 

time, but also that has many dimensions, and also multiple stakeholders or actors with differing perspectives. 

The different dimensions of development theories depicted in Figure 1.1. below and the different actors and 

stakeholders involved is depicted in Table 1.3. 

 

The different layers or dimensions of development: 

 

Figure 1.1: Dimensions of development theories 
 

Context 

– historical context and political circumstances 

 

explanation 

– assumptions about causal relationships 

 

epistemology 

– rules of what constitutes knowledge 

 

methodology 

– indicators and research methods 

 

representation 

– articulating or privileging particular interests and cultural preferences 

 

imagination 

– images, evocations, symbols of development, desire 

 

future 

– policy, agenda, future project 

 

 

Source: Pieterse 2010 
 

There are also diverse actors in the development field, each with their own perspectives as can be seen from the 

following table: 

 

Table 1.3: Diverse actors in the development field 

 

Institutional State IFIs   UN system Civil Society 

Structure Governments, 

ministries south and 

north 

IMF, World Bank UN agencies NGOs 

Infrastructure Bureaucracies, 

interest groups, 

parties, factions 

citizens 

WTO, G7, central, 

international and 

development banks, 

TNCs,  

UN General 

Assembly, 

governments, ILO, 

WHO etc. 

People, social 

movements, trade 

unions, parties, 

firms, churches etc 

Locations Capitals etc Washington DC New York, Geneva, 

Paris, Nairobi etc 

Dispersed 

Development 

Thinking 

Economics (neo-

classic to Keynesian) 

Neo-classical 

economics, neo-

Human 

Development 

Alternative 

development (and 
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and human 

development  

liberalism post-development) 

Disciplines Economics, political 

science, public 

administration, 

demography 

Economics Economics, political 

economy, IR, 

political science 

Sociology, 

anthropoly, ecology, 

gender and cultural 

studies 

 

Source: Pieterse 2010 

 

The above tables and figures should give an idea into the complexity of the conception of development and its 

shifting conceptions over time, revealing it to be a dynamic concept. 

 

3. Relation between Power and Knowledge: need for critique 
 

While considering that the term development is multi-faceted and a contested concept, it is also important to 

consider the unequal relationship amongst different actors. Understanding the relationship between power and 

knowledge is central to an understanding of development. Arturo Escobar (1992, 1995) discusses this 

relationship in his work: 

 

Escobar (1995) talks about how the U.S. And others in power after WW2 envisioned having countries across the 

world have the same conditions that characterised developed countries, considered more advanced. The 

advanced features included industrialisation, urbanisation, use of agricultural techniques, sharp rise in living 

standards and material production, and where education and particular cultural values were widely adopted, and 

where capital as well as science and technology would take a central place. Reports at the time looked to 

restructure entire societies, much of the world, towards prosperity and progress in material and economistic 

terms, such that until the late 1970s it was dominant. But it was seen that the reality turned out to be contrary to 

what was promised, instead underdevelopment, impoverishment were the products of such development. 

Preoccupation remained with development in countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America until the 1970s, 

although there were critiques. 

 

Escobar discusses the need to consider the discourse as historically produced, which entails such discourse to be 

critically examined. Such that, countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America are not subject to constructions and 

conceptions of European discourse and imagination about these countries, but have increased autonomy about 

their own representations in the world. 

 

He discusses characteristics of modernity and the construction of representations: examples include wherein 

Third World people tend to be seen as existing, outside and distant, where theories and outside interventions are 

geared towards knowing, where Third world women are considered as 'an average', gathered from statistics and 

categories, measured against women in the west, and such associated characteristics. These constructs further 

overall representations of Third world countries as lacking in many ways, as waiting for the West for assistance 

etc. These representations only depict power relations in the world,  rather than truths about the Third World, 

which has significant consequences in all ways. In this manner, discourse is produced about these former 

colonial countries, through constructions and representations that allow the exercise of power over them. This 

also applies to the development discourse.  

 

The development discourse, particularly between 1945 and 1955 affected subsequent knowledge and practices in 

similar way, shaped the meaning of development. Escobar therefore emphasises the different axes of these 

relations, where a development apparatus is developed with knowledge and power,  and where people begin to 

understand themselves as developed, underdeveloped, thereby revealing the categories and representations 

against which people struggle. And which is manifested in practice through various programs as with rural 

development, women and development and others.  

In that light, terms as overpopulation, persistent famine, poverty and illiteracy are common stereotypes 
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associated with the Third world, which continue and exert power. But there are also many ways in which Third 

world people resist such interventions, working towards alternatives. And some works have attempted to 

deconstruct key terms in development discourse, important efforts towards alternatives (Escobar 1995). 

 

According to Escobar (1992), for the Third world, deconstructing development would involve deconstructing the 

truths and the perceptions in the eyes of the west from which discusssion is constructed. And through that 

deconstruction, new practices and possibilities can emerge.  

 

Grassroots movements, social movements are evidence of some critiques of development, where alternatives are 

seen and new possibilities arise. This would entail inclusion of different kinds of experiences, practices, 

knowledges.  In this way, it is distinct from the view that associates scientificity with the west, and takes into 

account the realities as well as the perspectives of those who are supposed to benefit from these development 

processes.  

 

Escobar argues, that this is not to say that conditions of Third world countries are not of concern in various ways, 

but instead to see the need to understand how those conditions have been constructed as underdevelopment, and 

its consequences, and also how they then became problems that entered the institutional realm to be solved, and 

through the assistance of foreign aid, of industrialisation and such. This approach much be understood and its 

impact on people's conditions, the possibilities it forecloses, as well as alternatives that may be possible, new 

historical situations, thereby altering power relations, the social sciences, and institutions.  

 

Many of those representing the grassroots are interesting in advancing alternatives and in critiquing established 

scientific truths in discussion. The damage done by the development discourse, Escobar writes, can be seen in 

the economic and environmental crises, the urban focus of development that has created difficult-to-live-in 

cities, and where political, social and cultural interests are affected. Women's movements, ecological movements, 

the Chipko movement, green movements, civic movements etc. Are all local struggles taking place. These 

struggles are not only repairing what development has done, but creating knowledges necessary for alternative 

spaces to be created (Escobar 1992). Critiques of development and alternative possibilities are discussed in the 

following module of this paper. 

 

3. Development beyond economic growth: the Capabilities Approach 
 

Significant arguments regarding how development is to be understood, involves seeing development beyond 

economic growth. Sen was pivotal to this conception of development, as he put forward the capabilities approach 

of development.  

 

In his article, there is discussion about the generally prevailing focus of development as income expansion and 

economic growth. He discusses that while the goal itself is not problematic, its importance as an overarching 

goal is, where ends are confused with the means to achieve those ends. That is, it may be less of a problem if 

economic prosperity were linked closely with enriching human lives. 

 

Sen gives examples of how countries with high per capita GNP can be very low with regard to quality of life 

indicators, as the majority of the population suffers from early mortality, avoidable morbidity, illiteracy to a large 

extent. A table is given that illustrates the per capita GNP of six countries and their life expectancy at birth. 

 

Table 1.1 

Country GNP per capita Life Expectancy at Birth 

China 310 69 

Sri Lanka 380 70 

Brazil 1640 65 
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South Africa 2010 55 

Mexico 2080 67 

Oman 6730 54 

 

Source: Sen N.D. 
 

The table demonstrates how a country can be considered very rich in traditional economic terms (value of 

produced commodities), and yet be poor in quality of human life. South Africa as an example has 5-6 times the 

per capita GNP than Sri Lanka or China, and also has a considerably lower longevity rate, and the same applies 

to other countries. 

 

Thus, Sen discusses how economic prosperity is only a means to enriching people's lives but is given the status 

of an end. But even as a means, focusing on economic prosperity alone is not adequate to pursue ends that are 

valued. In order for the means to be assessed, the ends need to be identified first.  

 

He therefore proposes the 'capability approach'. This approach considers human life in terms of 'doings and 

beings' or 'functionings'; it also relates quality of life to the capability of a person to function. He proposes a need 

to focus on human achievement and freedom, and also argues for the need for reflective evaluation, rather than 

evaluation that is more mechanical.  

 

The advantages of the human capabilities framework include: that it allows for evaluating living standards, as 

well as the quality of life, and also allows for a general framework within which to discuss efficiency and 

equality. It also involves a pluralist approach, and sees development as many distinct processes combined 

together, rather than considering the expansion of a single indicator of real income or utility that does not take 

into account difference.  

 

As there are many varied ways of doing or being, capabilities that are valued may vary from basic freedoms as 

freedom from hunger and malnutrition, to more complex freedoms such as self-respect and social participation. 

Thus, in Sen's view, human development requires attention to multiple sectors and a combination of multiple 

social and economic processes.  

 

By focusing on functionings and capabilities, emphasis is on the freedom to choose one kind of life as opposed 

to another, rather than simply counting actual achievements. However, Sen argues also that the ability to exercise 

freedom depends on education received, in terms of enhancing productivity, such that widespread education may 

permit national income to be better distributed, and incomes and resources may be converted through education 

into various ways of living. It also allows distinctions to be made about the kinds of lives that can be lived. This 

makes the educational sector centrally important to the capabilities approach, and on human development more 

generally.  

 

Other interconnections include health as valuable not only for itself, but also towards higher productivity and 

greater ability to convert incomes and resources into a better quality of life. Therefore, emphasis on capabilities 

allows for a framework of evaluation against which these interconnections can be assessed. For Sen, clarity 

regarding the ends is thus important, as is developing freedoms and capabilities in order to broaden lives of 

people by overcoming the force of circumstances (Sen N.D.) 

 

 

 

3. Development: The Human Development Approach  
 

The human development approach to development was put forth by the economist, Mahbub Ul Haq, based on 

Sen’s work on human capabilities. In the latter half of the 20th century, there were links made between economic 
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growth and development, where the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and economic growth were leading 

indicators of country progress, not intended to measure well-being. Later, there was emphasis to go beyond GDP 

and emphasise employment, growth alongside redistribution, and meeting of basic needs of people. This was the 

basis of the human development approach.  

 

The first Human Development Report in 1990 introduced the human development approach to advance human 

well-being and improve the lives of people, beyond economic growth. It focused on expansion of the richness of 

human life, on people, opportunities and choices.  

 

Oppportunities entail people being given greater freedom to live life as they value it, focusing on developing 

abilities and chances to use those abilities. More choices are also considered part of human development. 

Providing opportunities, but not insisting they be made use of, such that choices are people's own concern. The 

process of development is then to create an environment where people can both individually and collectively 

develop their potential to the fullest and have a reasonable chance of leading lives they value.  

 

The human development reports produced by the UNDP but independent of them, have extensive influence on 

development debates, where national and regional issues are explored.  

 

The Human Development Index was developed through the first human development report. It is a measure of 

achievement along basic human development dimensions across countries. However, the measure is a simple 

average and not weighted, does not take into account longevity, education and income of a nation. Critics have 

enabled the index to be refined for a broader picture of human development across the world. Below is a figure 

depicting the human development index (UN 2017). 

 

Figure 2: The Human Development Index 
 

 
 

Source: United Nations Development Program. 2017. Human Development Reports, About Human 

Development. Available at: http://hdr.undp.org/en/humandev 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/humandev
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3. The Millenium Development Goals 

 

All the countries of the world and leading development institutions came together towards poverty reduction, 

through collaborations amongst the UN, governments, civil society and partners. The Millennium goals included 

eight goals ranging from reducing extreme poverty, preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS, providing universal 

primary education and others set with a target to be achieved by 2015. Since 2000, work has been ongoing, and 

in 2010, the MDG Summit culminated with a global action plan towards keeping the promise to achieve those 

goals, pledging resources for the immediate subsequent year (UN 2015). 

 

The following were the goals: 

 

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme hunger and poverty 

Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education 

Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality 

Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases 

Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability 

Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development  

 

The report discusses how despite many successes, significant challenges remain. Challenges are, the persistence 

of gender inequality, large gaps between rich and poor, between rural and urban, climate change and degradation 

of the environment have primary impact on the poor, and also undermine progress, one of the significant threats 

to human development are conflicts, large populations live in poverty, without access to basic needs (UN 2015b). 

 

India and the Millenium Development Goals: 
 

India is a signatory to the Millenium Declaration in 2000 and has reaffirmed its committment to the MDGs over 

the years, and it is in line with India's own development goals focusing on reducing poverty and areas of 

deprivation. As per 2015, India has met some of the targets, but challenges remain.   For example, India has been 

able to reduce poverty by half, but has not been able to meet the target for reducing hunger; while gender parity 

in enrolment for primary school has been reached, the targets for enrolment and completion have not; clean 

drinking water access has been reached, but not sanitation facilities. 

Further detail with regard to India and meeting the MDGs: 

Goal 1:  

With regard to poverty reduction, India has been somewhat successful, the poverty head count ratio was 47.8% 

in 1990, and in 2015 was 21.9%. The MDG target for 2015 was 23.9%. But this is at an all-India level, uneven 

across the country. Poverty was halved since the 2000s through economic growth (also in agriculture) and an rise 

in social spending through national employment and health programs. Although, a large number still live in 

poverty. Hunger elimination remains foremost as a challenge, as one-quarter of undernourished persons, a third 

of underweight children, and almost a third of persons who face food insecurity in the world are in India. The 

proportion of underweight children marginally, as has malnourishment, both of which are below the target. 

Goal 2:  

 

With regard to universal primary education, there has been significant progress. Primary and Elementary School 

enrolment and completion rate of girls have improved, and almost at pace with the rates of boys. The literacy 

rates for youth at the national level are also above 90% for both males and females, with the males having higher 

rates. The Act, Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education in 2009 is there, but education quality is an 

area to be worked on, as well as the significant share of children out of school, failing to complete education, 
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especially girls, children of minority communities and in rural areas. 

Goal 3: 

 

India has reached gender parity at the primary school level and has improved in other areas with regard to gender 

parity. However, literacy rates of women are still behind men, which also reflects inequalities with regard to 

learning outcomes and opportunities. In the Lok Sabha in 2015, there are only 65 female representatives out of 

542 members, and 31 female representatives out of 242 members in the Rajya Sabha, disproportionate for the 

National Parliament, and well below the target (12.3% against a target of 50%). 

Goal 4: 
The under 5 mortality rate in India has reduced from 125 per 1,000 live births (1990) to 49 per 1,000 live births 

(2013), against an MDG target of 42 per 1000. India is making progress, although child survival needs to be 

improved through better catering reproductive and child health services to neonatal and childhood illnesses, 

especially for marginalised, disadvantaged and vulnerable communities. Many large states in India are falling 

behind on the targets – the need is to focus on infant mortality and under-nutrition prevalent on a large level for 

expectant mothers and children. Government Ministries are creating child-centric policies, including the 

National Policy on Children (2013), National Policy on Early Childhood Care and Education, Integrated Child 

Development Services (ICDS) as well as other initiatives. 

 

Goal 5: 

 

In 1990-91, India had a Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) of 437 per 100,000 live births, in 2009, it was 167, 

expected to be reduced to 109 by 2015. However, progress has been slow, and institutional facilities particularly 

with regard to trained delivery, is necessary for safe motherhood. Delivery in institutional facilities has increased 

from 26% (1992-93) to 72% in 2009, and from trained personnel from 33% to 76.2%. The conditional cash 

transfer scheme, called, Janani Suraksha Yojana has improved institutional delivery, but quality of maternal care 

needs improvement. 

Goal 6: 

 

With regard to HIV, malaria and tuberculosis prevalence, it has been on the decline across cateogories of high 

risk. Through greater awareness and increased use of condoms, the transmission of HIV and AIDS through 

sexual activity, primary, has reduced and prevalence among adults has also declined, from 0.45 percent (2002) to 

0.36 (2009). 

Prevalence of malaria has also declined from 2.12 per thousand (2001) to 0.72 per thousand (2013), with slight 

increase to 0.88 (2014) (Provisional).  

With one-fifth of the TB incidence in the world being in India, there has been progress with stable success rates 

in treatment and reduction in prevalence of TB from 465 per lakh (1990) to 211 (2013). The incidence of TB per 

100,000 population has also reduced from 216 (1990) to 171 in (2013). 

Goal 7: 

 

With regard to environmental sustainability, India is progressing. There has been an increase in forest cover 

(5871 sq km), to 21.23 percent, and cover of protected areas to 4.83 percent of total land area in India. More 

efficiency with regard to energy utilisation in GDP growth is pivotal to energy security.  

 

Sustainable access to drinking water that is safe is also an area towards which the country is making progress. 

Access to improved water sources has risen from 68.2 percent (1992-93) to 90.6 percent (2011-12). But 

sanitation facilties remain a problem, particularly considering that India is one of the most densely populated 

countries in the world.  

 

Goal 8: 
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India has the second largest telecom network in the world after China, with the rural areas also connected. The 

internet subscriber base has also risen significantly given the telecom and IT sector seeing advances, growing by 

60% 2013-2014.  

 

India has become an important partner in providing intellectual as well as techno-economic and intellectual 

assistance to countries across the world. The ICT industry in India are at par with global leaders. India also 

provides developmental assistance to the least developed countries. 

 

 (UNDP 2017) 

4. Sustainable Development and the SDGs 
 

The Sustainable development goals were developed in order to work in common towards global societal welfare. 

They build on the Millenium Development Goals but offer a broader, more complex focus. The overarching 

framework is sustainable development, applicable to all societies, developed and developing, calling for more 

peaceful and inclusive societies that use resources in sustainable ways. It aims to do this by focusing on people, 

planet, prosperity, peace and partnerships (Sdg Guide N.D.).  

 

4.1. A brief background of the SDGs: 
 

The SDGs have arisen from out of multilateral efforts early on, beginning more formally with the UN 

Conference on the Human Environment in 1972, while the concept became popular in 1987 through the report of 

the United Nations Commission on Environment and Development.  

 

A definition of sustainable development that was used for the next two and a half decades was provided by the 

Brundtland Commission,  

 

'“development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs.”'  

 

This definition has been used and become more popular after, notably at the conference at Rio de Janeiro.  

 

Different governments came together in 2015 towards developing an agenda for sustainable development, called 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with a set of 17 quantitative goals. These goals pertain to the 

social, economic, environmental aspects of sustainable development, for 'people, planet and prosperity', to be 

acted upon by all countries and stakeholders together in partnership, while keeping in mind the different 

situations of countries with regard to capacities and priorities. 

 

There have been 17 SDG goals developed which build on the 2000 Millenium Development Goals to reduce 

extreme poverty by half. The goals focus on main aspects (directly cited): 

'Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere. 

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture. 

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for 

all. 

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. 

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all. 

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment 
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and decent work for all. 

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 

innovation. 

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries. 

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. 

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. 

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development. 

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice 

for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. 

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable 

development.' 

Over time, the SDGs have come to include a more holistic approach of economic development, social inclusion 

and environmental sustainability, with an ethical framework based on every country's rights to development, 

human rights, social inclusion, increased convergence of living standards worldwide and shared responsibilities 

and opportunities. It also focuses on new opportunities to address the complex challenges, by focusing on 

development that is inclusive and universal, integrated, locally-focused and technologically driven. 

 

The advantages of the sustainable development goals are that it allows for a common framework of sustainable 

development within which complex challenges can be understood and navigated, the global community can be 

united and stakeholders may come together in common. It also promotes thinking about development in 

interconnected ways that link all dimensions, encourage approaches towards sustainable development that are 

more long-term, responsibilities and accountabilities are also better defined and encouraged (Sdg.guide N.D.). 

 

7. Conclusion 

The above module discussed different aspects of development, a background, theories of development, the 

MDGs and the SDGs. Development understood as an evolving concept, problematic and with multiple 

stakeholders, where there are relations between power and knowledge that need to be critiqued and where people 

are to be at the center of development.  This should provide a framework within which to understand subsequent 

modules in this paper as with the demographic transition modules and can also be read in conjunction with the 

modules on criticisms of demographic transition theory. The module also discusses efforts to address 

development issues at the international and national level, such as the the Millenium Development Goals and the 

Sustainable Development Goals.  
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