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1.1 INTRODUCTION

Culture is expressed in various ways such as language, art, religion, tradition and
ways of life. Among these, art has an important place in understanding culture.
Understanding of arts help us to know the nature of human beings better. Human
beings have various kinds of needs. Food, shelter and clothing are the basic needs
of human beings for survival. But there are also other kinds of needs which help
man to develop as an individual in society. Life is not complete without other
kinds of needs which uses mental a physcial faculties for doing different kinds of
activities for the society. These needs are satisfied when they are created by
human beings themselves. One of such needs is creative activity. It provides
greatest satisfaction to those who create. The creative activities emerge out of art,
science or literature.

Objectives

After reading this unit you will be able to:

• understand the meaning of art;

• will learn the definitions of art;

• know about different ways of understanding art and nature of art; and

• we will know about the functions of art in society.

1.2 MEANING OF ART

Art is considered as an one of the important part of human activities. Art is the
mental and physical activity where creation and expression are significant. Art is
expressed through sensory perceptions (touch, see, hear, smell and taste) in an
appealing way. It is the expression of an individual in certain way which attracts
the senses of other individuals. The word "art" is referred tu i:.~~creative expression
such as music, dance, theater, literature, painting, sculpture, printmaking,
architecture. It can also be referred to the applied forms such as advertisingf
design, jewellery, textiles, bead-making, metal art, ceramics, and such other things.
In this lesson we will understand the mel.'ing of art and the purpose of art.
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Definition of Art

'Kaala' or 'Art' is the expression of inner feelings and ideas, which is cratively
expressed in serveral ways. But to express these feelings, their need an approach
and skill.

Art is a product of human activity that comes out of a particular intuition. This
undergoes a process of transmission through the mind, through the emotions and
through the ideas into a directed action. Britannica defines art as "the use of skill
and imagination in the creation of aesthetic objects, environments or experiences
that can be shared with others." In the case of music, dance or drama the
expression of aesthetic emotions are considered as more important.

The person who expresses his emotions and ideas in a specific way with training
or by practice is known as an "artist". The artist experiences the world around
him and put his experiences in a beautiful or artistic way that the viewers themselves
respond to the experiences of the artist. In this way art reaches the people
through the artists.

1.3 NATUREAND SCOPE
Earlier the term 'art' was used to refer to any skill or mastery in creating an object
or while giving a performance. But in Indian tradition there is a mention of 64
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kinds of arts. Apart from the arts such as dance, painting and sculpture the
activities such as cooking, garlanding, art of making ornaments, preparing perfumes,
making different kinds of drinks, sewing, solving the riddles, carpentry, reading
poems, and all such activities were brought under the category of art.

Later, the five arts among them were called as lalit kala - Fine arts, pertaining
to music, dance, theatre, painting and architecture which include sculpture also.
Rest of the other forms of art was known as kushala kala or hasta kala
regarded as craft that later got the recognition as decorative arts. When a box is
created exclusively by an artist and placed in a museum or collected by an art
collector it is considered as an art object. The skill of creating the box is treated
as craftsmanship.

In the early stages of human development, art was expressed in a natural way to
worship gods or to decorate the places they used to live or to celebrate an event.
As the society progressed, art was brought under training and study. In course
of time the art practices and the products of arts ... handed down for generations,
some of those for centuries and some are even millennia, old.

Through such fine expressions and by creating objects in certain ways, they
became established practices. Such practices were recognised as art traditions.
These traditions are modified or changed owing to changes in the taste of people
and trends followed in a particular period. Such changing features bring particular
'style' to art. Art history studies the reasons for such change and the stylistic
feature of the art practiced in a particular time of history.' "Aesthetics" is a subject
which studies the principles that govern the expression in art and theories of art.
"Art Criticism" is the analysis of art which bridges the gap between the art, the
viewer and the society. So in the field of art, people can choose professions like
artist, performer, designer, art collector, art historian, and art critic or art interpreter.
In this way art world is expanding. We will explore more in the later lessons.
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1.4 THE PURPOSE OF ART Introducdon to ArtS

Art is created sometimes with specific purpose but many times as an activity
which appeals to the senses. The purpose for which art is created can be
categorised into two parts:-

1. Functional and 2. Non-functional

1. Functional

a) Informative: If the purpose of art is functional, it is a conscious effort of an
artist to respond to the needs. If the picture is used for bringing social
change, the art should had such a theme, for example during freedom
movement the pictures of leaders, the flag, and the atrocities of British towards
India will create patriotic feelings in the people. Similarly, to convey specific
message to a larger audience, a dance or drama programme is arranged
through which the message can be conveyed. An illustration in a book, an
advertisement on television, creation of map and sign posts etc. Are these
instances where art is used for providing information. Thus, art is informative
in nature.

b) Communicative: In early times the religious thoughts and practices were
conveyed through a picture or sculpture or by narration in music, dance and
drama. Art is a simplest form of communication, any complicated.idea can
be conveyed impressively through art. Art transmits variety of ideas. Each
artisticexpression conveys a message. The Pyramids from Egypt communicate
the belief of the life after the death, hence death is glorified here, and the
Tajmahal conveys the eternal love and remains as a symbol of love and faith.
The sculpture of Buddha in standing and seated posture with particular hand
gestures communicate different philosophical meanings, so also the shikhara
(tower) of Brihadesvara Temple Tanjore which shows the artistic dedication
and majesty. In dance, the hand gestures, the hastas communicate the
emotions and meanings symbolically. In all these instances art is used as a
means of communication.

c) Livelihood and profession: Art fetches earning for an artist. Many earn
their livelihood being in the world of art. The artists take up commission
works or organise their exhibitions, participate in art events where their art
works are sold at higher price. The dancers, musicians, actors, anchor persons
are paid well for their contribution and performances. In historical times
kings and rich people patronised the artists. Many temples also provided
opportunities for sculptors, musicians and dancers to serve in the temples. In
present days there are more opportunities for creative persons and artists.

d) . Social function: Art reflects the social development of a particular society
from time to time. It also brings people together in a given space and time.
For example a music program brings joy collectively to all the spectators. It
conveys the socio-cultural and religious condition through certain symbols
created by the artists which are shown in the form of gestures in performing
arts and also through poetry, fiction or theater. Emotions, moods and feelings
are also communicated through art.

e) Relaxation and entertainment: Attending a dance performance or a drama
will bring joy to the tired mind. One can get rel~ed and a break from routine
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work. Video games and cinema are meant for entertainment. The people
from rural and urban places equally enjoy going to cinema and watching
television programs.

2) Non-functional

Art need not be always functional. At certain times it acts as value adding factor.
If art is created or performed with philosophical approach, it is for enlightenment.
As part of education it sharpens the creative ability of a child. In the development
of personality, art induces finer attitude towards life. Indian art is regarded as
sadhana, a continuous practice that drives towards attaining spiritual heights. Art
is perused by many in childhood as an interesting hobby. Art brings freshness in
life and also adds a great deal of knowledge about our life.

Art serves to unite people. When two tribes speaking different languages fight and
then come to peace, their stage dance whose rhythm bring them closer and they
live together. Countries send their cultural troupes to perform in the other countries
for the purpose of creating cultural harmony. The lines like saarejahan se achcha
hindustan hamara when sung, everyone feels like they are all one and belong
to this beautiful land.

Art is a creative activity. By learning anyone or different arts, the creativity of a
person is enhanced because art is an expression which needs to be felt and
expressed in different ways in different times. Hence, one develops the ability to
be always creative. In the present times the world looks at the act of creativity.
Anything expressed in an artistic way is fresh and appears to be different and
new.

1.5 SUMMARY
In this unit we have studied and mainly tried to understand the meaning of art. The
information we learnt here will serve as the background for understanding the
other units which we will be studying in the next Blocks. Art whether it is Visual
arts or Performing arts have been used as the means of understanding the different
ways in social life. Art has been used for different purposes such as functional and
non-functional. In general art helps to mould a person into a creative personality.
Art serves to unite people and art is an essential element of culture.

1.6 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

1) State whether the following statements are True or False:

1. Art is expressed through the sensory perceptions (touch, see, hear,
smell and taste) in the most disturbing way.

2. Advertising and Design are known as applied art.

3. Art is a product of human activity, that comes out with a particular type
of imitation.
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4. In the case of music, dance or drama the expression of aesthetic emotions
are considered as not so important.

5. The person who expresses his emotions and ideas in a specific way
with training or by practice is known as a doctor.



2) Match the Following: Introduction to Arts

l. Indian tradition mentions a) the style in art

2. Lalitkala is known as b) owing to change in the taste

3. Kushalakala is known as c) 64 kinds of art

4. Art History studies d) Fine Arts

5. Art Traditions are modified e) craft

3) Fill in the blanks with suitable words from the list given below:

1. Creation of map and sign posts etc are the instances for art is

2. Art transmits. variety of ideas and each artistic expression ----

3. Many earn their---------- being in the art world.

4. The video games and cinema are meant for ---------

5. As part of education.------------ the creative
ability of a child.

a) livelihood, b) art sharpens, c) entertainment, d) used for providing
information, e) convey a message.

1.7 TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. What is Art? Define art briefly .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• ;-; ••••

2. What is the nature of art?

3. Write in 3 or 4 lines on each of the following

a. Art has a social function b. Art for communication

..................................................................................................................
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4. What is the non-functional purpose of art?

1.8 ANSWERS

n 1-~2-~3-~4-~5-R
2) 1 - c), 2 - d), 3 - e), 4 - a), 5 - b)

3) 1 - d), 2 - e), 3 - a) 4- c), 5- b)
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I) The word "art" is referred to the creative expressions such as music, dance,
theater, literature, painting, sculpture, printmaking, architecture. It can also
be referred to the applied forms such as advertising, design, jewellery,
textiles, bead-making, metal art, ceramics, and such other things.

Art is defmed as: 'Kala' or 'Art' is the expression of inner feelings and ideas,
creatively put forth in several ways. Many get great ideas. But to express
they need an approach and skill. Art is a product of human activity that
comes out of a particular intuition. This undergoes a process of transmission
through the mind, through the emotions and through the ideas into a directed
action. Britannica defines art as "the use of skill and imagination in the
creation of aesthetic objects, environments, or experiences that can be shared
with others." In the case of music, dance or drama the expression of aesthetic
emotions are considered as more important.

2) Earlier, the term 'art' was used to refer to any skill or mastery in creating an
object or while giving a performance. But in Indian tradition there is a
mention of 64 kinds of arts. Later, the five arts among them were called as
lalit kala - Fine arts, pertaining to music, dance, theatre, painting and
architecture which Art need not be always functional. At certain times it acts
as value adding factor. If art is created or performed with philosophical
approach it is for enlightenment. As a part of education it sharpens the
creative ability of a child. In the development of personality art induces finer
attitude towards life. Indian art is regarded as sadhana, a continuous practice
that drives towards attaining spiritual heights. Art is perused by many in
childhood as an interesting hobby. Art brings freshness in life and also adds
agreat deal to knowledge "Ofour life.

3. a) Art has a social function: Art reflects the social development of a
particular society from time to time. It also.brings people together in a
given space and time. For example a music program bringsjoy collectively
to all the spectators. It conveys the socio-cultural and religious condition
through certain symbols created by the artists which are shown in the
form of gestures in performing arts and also through poetry, fiction or
theater. Emotions, moods and feelings are also communicated through
art.



b) Art for communication: In early times religious thoughts and practices
were conveyed through a picture or sculpture or by narration in music,
dance and drama. Any complicated idea can be conveyed impressively
through as art. Art transmits variety of ideas and each artistic expression
conveys a message.

4) Art need not be always functional. At certain times it acts as a value adding
factor. If art is created or performed with philosophical approach it is for
enlightenment. As part of education it sharpens the creative ability of a child.
In the development of personality, art induces finer attitude towards life.
Indian art is regarded as sadhana, a continuous practice that drives towards
attaining spiritualheights. Art is perused by many in childhood as an interesting
hobby. Art brings freshness in life and also adds a great deal to knowledge
of our life.


